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LESS LAS L ALLA LA TSS, 
__ TO THY 
Right Hoxounuars, 
the Lady St Jobs, 


Grace, Mercy and Peace. 


Madam, 


He deep ſenſe that. I 
7 have had: of thoſe 
Engagements by wa 
it hath pleaſed your. Honour 
to oblige me to your ſervice, 
| hathimboldned meto comer" 
| mand theſe Papers to. wait 
| uponyour Ladiſhigto pay a 
debt, by curing Fn 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie, 

ove (if your Ladiſhip ſhall 
pleaſe to honour them with 
Acceptation.)Thele Sermons 
(Madam ) were but ordi- 
nary labours, and very unfit 
fora publicke view, in this 
extraordinary tire, It was 
only a Sermon before publi- 
ſhed upon the Text, that 
tempted out theſe to beare it 
-companie, yet did not part 
»with them without ſome 
parly. The world is full of 
Writers, and the Prefle as 
.much overgrovyne with Awu- 
*#hors, as the 4ge we live in is 
"with Profeſſors : But as the 
- appearing ſbiritwalneſſe of 
Taany carries with it too 

much 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatoric; 
much .ſuſpition , that they 
would have the fpiritualneſſe 
of a Chriſtian meerly- to 
conſift with a luxuriant wit, 
and the ſaperbiency of fancy ; 
ſoroo many Writings ſeeme 
to have forgot the plainuoſſe 
of the Goſpel], which chey 
ſo much pretead to, and 
would make it the worke of 
a Chriſtian meerly to. gape 
for Notions, and turne Relt- 


gion into ſpeculation: To be 


able to ſpeake high Notions 
of Chriſt,and to wrap upthe 
myſteries of truth. in Parables 
of witand expreſsion, is al- 
molt growne to be chought 
the Af of a Saint, And: we 

| A4 _' may 


The Epiſtle D edicatorie., 
may fadly, feare, leſt wee 
ſhould. be about to ſtudy 
more to admire Chriſt than 
underſtand him,more to con- 
template Saints dignity than 
remember . the Saitts duty; 
Teft we ſhould make it all 
* our worke, as Kings and 
Prieſts, to' be ſo taken with 
our: Honovr, that weſhould 
Jorge that we are thus of 
Grace, Humilitie is the Saint 
id Qreat. If ariy one thinks he 
knowes any thing, he: knowes 
$othing as he ought to know 
at. The high ſpirit is infigite- 
ly more below Chriſt than 
he: thinks -himſelfe above 
athers, Leſt in theſe privi- 
+ hl ledged 
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The Epiſile Dedicatorte. 
ledged daies,whiles ſo many 
are. proclaiming, before. the 
Saints, Thusſhall it be done 
to the perſons hops. Chriſt de- 
lighteth- to honour : Chriſtians 
{hould fo farre-admiretheix 
beautiegthat they Ti. 


Ber their duſt, I have been - © 


content to let theſe unpoli- 
ſhed Sermons goe out tO fol- 
low their Triurnphs , with 
Chriſtiane memento auid fuerts) 
Chriſtian remember - what 


thou wer't.. It:is as much'a 


duty, and will ,ong day-be 
found as Beneficiall, to keep 
a Saint humble, .as to make - 
him thankfull;; co - learne_ 
him to abafe himſclle, as 

well 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie, 
well as to admire his fel- 
lowes; to ſhewy him, that all 
be hath u of Grace, as well as 
to tell him what he hath in 
the poſſeſſions of grace, and the 
Roverfions of glory. I wiſh 
profefſors carriages ſpake 
'F not too much heart-Popery, | 
tas ifthey thoughttheir dig. 
nity were earnings, not | 
Almes, and I am fure, no 
ſoule is - truely thankfull 
that is not throughly hum- 
ble. This for the ſubje&t of 
the Sermons. For thephraſe |} 
Madam, | remember itwas | 
x Cort: 1» Pauls glory that hecame not | 
(to the Corinthians) with ex- |} 


vellency of ſpeech or wiſdoms to 


de- 


The Epifile Dedjcatorie. 

declare tento them the teſtimo= 
ny of God. And bis ſpeech and 
preaching, Was not in entifing 
' words of mans wiſdome, but i 
demonſtration of the ſpirit, and 
in power. Goſpell Miſteries 
had not need be darkened 


} - withamiſterious phraſe. Te 


doth not pleaſe me to ſee 
Religion in a Lantskip. (Chriſt 
crucified, was plaine Engliſh. 
Seneca-Sermons , are for the 
moſt part but like the luper- 
fluous diſhes of the table , 
that ſerve meerly for ſebr, 
but muſt not be zaſted : 
Preaching ſurely was never 
ordained to tickle the eare, 
it's ' buſineſſe lies deeper 

then 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie, 

then ſcratching'an humour. 
Wir'is the: ſoules .vwyorlt car- 

ver ; and :pieces of -wit , 
are no-better than. peices of 
felfe. Chrift never intended 
us an interpreter for. every 
Sermon. Madam: as they 
were: preached , bo they, arc 
humbly preſerited to your 
Honours hands. I know your 
Ladiſhips humility to bee 
ſuch, that it will ſpare an cyc 
_ tO look upon themthough 
not commended by any no- 
velty of matter or excellency 
of Phraſe. 1 eruſt thus far the 
meannefle of their worth 
. will advantage the worth- 
lefle author, viz. By letting 
your 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie: 
your Honowr know Jhovy 
much that weak nothing of 
a preacher ſtands in need of 
an improved intercſ in your 
Ladiſhips prayers, who fo 
much as he is, truly is, 


Chaplyfield houſe, 
Ma 21, 1649. 


Madan, 
Your Honours moſt humbly 
obliged ſervant in the 


Jobs Colings. 


Sububabubbubut, 
To the Courteous and 


Conſcientious Reader of 
theſe SERMONS, 


Reader, 
Qi two yeares fence, ſome 


friends prevailed with me ts 
1 YS let the laft of theſe Sermons 
| ſlip out of my hands intothine. What 
was done then was inhaft , which 
hath put me to the charge of correds- 
ing ſome ſlighty miſtakes; Thy courte= 
fie tothe fir#f hath troubled thee with 
the ſecond impreſſion, in which thow 
art ag ainer, and aloſer : Thou haſt 
loft the Sermon that was then its 
partner , the narrow handling of the 
ſubjet# of it wot pleaſing my ſecond 
thoughts; but thou haſt gained a fur- 
ther addition of ſome more Sermons ; 
fince Hh -, 


To the Readcy. 
fonce preached wpon the ſame Text. 
I ' kave made thee a gaiuer in 
thy hand, aud eye ; the Lord 
make.thee a gainer in thy hears, If 
| thou pleaſeſt to read theſe Sermons, 
The firit part may make thee humble, 
T he ſerontl may wakt ther thankful, 
T he third may make the carefull. If 
thou learneft humility from the firſt , 
thankfulneſſe from tht ſecond, and thy 
great duty of beleeving from the 
8hird, I am ſure thou wilt learne 
from all theweak neſſe of a poore crea- 
ture , andif thy ſelfe beeſt in ought a 
' gainer, if thou wilt let the author alſo 
be a gainer of thy prayers , thow haſt 
rewarded him, and eng aged him ſtill 

zo be, 


Chaplyficld houſe,  *al 4D 
May 21, 1649» OE Dy” 


\ \ "The ſervant of thy ſoule in 
the work of his Maſter, 


Jobs Colings. 


(1) 
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'Þ PPEEP 


LOST SHEEP 


brought home, &c. 
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Solomons Song, Ch;8: v3. © 
tho « this that commeth oat of the 
wilderneſie, leanive upon her wels 
beloved? | raiſed thee up wnaer 
the Apple-tree, there thy mother, 
broueht thee forth, there. ſhes 
brouz ht thee forth that bare thee, : © 


His book is called. the-Song 
of Songs, that 'is, Cantepund 
excellentiſſumum, the inol 


| £J cxccllent ſong 310 Yatabliit 

and Eftiwe gives the reaſan, becauſe jt' 

containes a tiſcourſe between Chriſt; 

the-woſt glorions Bridegrome , and his 
| B Church, _ 


# > 

Dui/eme- Church, or the beleeving ſoule, the 
mationewy Bride; The. of ſongs as a note of 
totinet Chri- eminency. Mr. Brightman will have it 
Eris. 8s well Nota diftenttionis, quam emi- 
LG Eftis, P#tie, a note of diſtinRion, as well as 
*. of eminency. A ſong more excellent 
4 than any of thoſe . that So/omor made ; 
'Canticuy the ſong that ſanpded ſweeteſt to 
; Excellentius Solomons yenitent heart, whoſe pen» 
; ammubus 414 an was Sen and hbeire to the (weet 
| Salom?n (Goger of Iſracl; Whoſe every noteis 
Brightman. 2 note of free grace,' where every 
$ ſtraine is breathed by the ſpirit ef the 
moſt high, and every cloſs ſounds 
the beleevers cloſe with Chriſt, ao u- 
nion with him. who is the head of the 
Charch-: A ſong (finally) wherein e> 
very line breathes the perfume of the 
Roſe of Sharon, and is beautified with 
the colour of the Lilly of the allies. 

It is a ſong of love, ſung in parts, by 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the Son of his 
Fathers love, and the wife of his bo- 
ſome ;., whether the ſacicty of belee- 
vers, his Chwrcb. in generall, or cvety 
beleeving ſoule in particular. "It be- 
ginns With love. Let hins krſſe we with 
the kiſſes of bus month , for his ” is 

eter 


, 


better than wine;and it ends with jove: 
Make baſt (my Belaved! ) avd come. e- 
way. The faunraine.from whence it a- 
rileth, is a ſpring of love, and the Sea 
into which it falls, is an occan of love, 
where the ſoule that gnters is [ſwallow- 
ed up of love, and drowned 1n ſweet- 
nefſe ; The whole ſtreame of the bgok; 
isa (treame of love , Tunrung betwixe 
two precious bankes, Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the beleeving ſeule : {ometumes it is 
an higher, ſometimes a lower waters 
it is alwayes ſome, though the flogd- 
ate be not alwayes open: The twga 
overs, ſpend their lang in faaſting 
themſelves with each-gthers embraces3 
One while the Bridegroome comts his 
bride with raviſbing raines of grace; 
another while ſhe js emptying. her 
ſoule into ker beloveds bofome ;, In 
the whale there is nothing but 2 {week . 
enterchange obdelighttyll cxpretſions, 
' while both ſceme tg.be raviſncd wh 
I ſhall in, bandl ng Fiche ext: hel 
A.it to you- 2 Railg:lome propplin 

: 4c of Dodrine from it, and, 3,, Han-; 
dlethem by cxplicatiqu, canfirmation, 
and applications B 2 For 


(4) 
For the finding eut the meaning of 
the words, it is neceſſary we ſhould 
conſider them in a double Notion. 
1. Relatively. 
2. Abſolutely. 

I-Relatively as they ftand in a nece(- 
fary connexion with the former verſes. 
It was now the ſpouſes courſe to powre 
ont her ſoul into her beloved's bolome: 
her part began at the 10.ver. ofthe fot- 
mer Chapt. and continues to this verſe. 
My. text in the former part of it ſeem- 
ethto be a Parentheſis, and the voice of 
third perſon, (confidering the great 
love expreſt by the ſponſe, and her 
following of him through the meſt 
rugged wildernes-ways, and even then 
leaning upon kim : or conſidering the 
__ glory and happinefleof the Spouſe 

m the influence of Chriſt love upen 
her) either in admiration of Chriſts 
condiſcention, that will admit a worm 
toleane upon kim, and will ſtoop to 
lead it, and uphold it, in darkeſt,faddeſt 
conditions, and fill it with light in 

eat ſuchtimes; or in admiration of 
the Speuſes glory and beauty, by the 
_ reflejon of ' her Beloveds counte- 
' nance 


(5) 

nance zor of her conſtancy, and ſeeret 
power of grace in her, that in the wil 
dernefſe ſaddeſt condition ſhe could 
leane, that the briars and thornes would 
not ſeperate her Beloved, her qo: De- 
#s comunxit,e&c.or out of an ignorance 
of her, and the ſecret power of grace 
in her carrying her out in darkeſt times, 
and jn a wildernefſe condition to ſuch 
M affance, cryes out, Ou eft i/la ? 
What manner of creature is this, that 
ſhe ſhould leane ? Or, who is this fo 
glorious a creature, that comes up lean. 
_ ins? Or what manner of love is this, 
that makes her follow a Beloved 
through ſuch uncoth, rugged,dangerous 
wayes as theſe ? 

2. Butto conſider the words Ab- 
ſolutely now in themſelves. 

Who « this that commeth up ? 

The firſt queſtion is, whoſe word 
theſe are. Ke 

The ſecond, what the meaning of 
them is. 

Expoſitors . differ apon the firſt. 
Some would have them to bee the 
continued ſpeech of the Church, and 
ſay, They are an expreſſion of the 
B 3 great 


(6) 


E xpoſitio rent love beleeving foules beare ta 
p mm a0- che Lord JESus CHRIST by com- 
4 - atrag pariſon. What Church, or what per- 
on Po ſon, ever (ſafth . ſhe) would under- 
| Sponſum, az take ſo many and fo great labours. ta 
 fuit ulla #3” obtaine her Beloved 2 Page. pled- 
E of my good will, that by faith I 
. Ja =_ ave fond all difficultics., lean- 


- bores perfer- ing upon him1in the wildernefle, 
ef tau! 
1 perils aſt ret ad conſequendum dileum ſunm? Her igi- 
tur ſunt pig es velantat mee qudd fide dhficaltates onmmes 
: ſwperavi. *Tremell, ad locum, x | 


b ſhall neither wholly embrace, nor 
ether reje this ſenſe. Iam incli- 

- eto thinke the words may be the 
Spouſes, but not ſpoken in Treme!1s 
his ſenſe, as from her {elfe, boaſting of. 
- wy but Coun by a Proſopopeia, 
pouſe ſpeaking what ſhe. concei- 

oe _ would tay concerning her, 
and rather incline to thinke the words 
thould be a Parentheſis , than other- 


g 


wiſe. 

Beda and M.Bri ghtman with the 
| reft;that would ot, this whole Booke 
 { + to be a Prophecye of the, calling 
2D of the Church of the Gentiles , 


will 


"II0- 


(7), ; 
will have the words tobe the voice of 
the Jewiſh Church, admiring at the 
calling of the 'Church of the Gentiles, 
Who is this ? What wildetnefſe-erea- 
ture is this, that ſhe ſhonld have any 
thing to doe with the promiſed Meſſi- 
as ; Quer me = delipere 'caterss 3 
auters Nationibus rebar efſe ignorum, ©4144 101 bo 
Beda ad ocittw. And thetfore thoſe Ex- 75/0051 
poſitors' read it, Diloafnnm mera, m) —_ 
Beloved; who I thought only had loved /erto ? 1nfi. 
and choſen ive, and ſhould have been '# videtw 
unknowne' to any other Churches. _ __ 

But f ſee no reaſon why the words =. naty 
ſhould be otly reſtrained tothe)ewith /eroribus * 
Church,nor why {i//4] this, ſhoald on- 4% fupeſs. 
ly be underftbed of the Church in g& Fon ad 
nerall, -whiles that which is predicated 4; pr 
of the __— is common to'every Par- cule.Bright,: 
ticular foule'as well a9 to the bdlexving 2d loc. -2 
Church :' For every bleever leariey by , 2" ſoluny 
faith wp6h the Lord J eſis, and comes ;v,, (oy fra 

out of His particular wilderritfſes; Tedty ip; qui ſunt 
ingot 0,11 in pete 
þ E.. {--c:oro Lea ee Rn - iran- 
#ther apon the place: not of 5 
he) rhe Ne -thoor Natlcins but rota riruons. 
of the fatne Nation fhall admire ber ther, 7 
A 4 com- 


(8) 
comming out of the wilderneſſe. 

In ſhort, Icenceivethe words have 
a Proſopopeia in them. The Church or 
ſoule ſpeaks them, as if ſhe ſhould have 


ſaid : Methinks I fancie the world | 


Randing wondring at me, how Ican 
leane upon Chriſt in my wildernefle- 
conditions; and: out of the ſaddeſt wil- 
mr how I can come up by the 
rength of Chriſt, _ napon him? 
They will wonder at my glory,and ho- 
nour, that Chriſt will EO ſuch a 
worme as I am, fo as tolcan upon him 
and that he will help me. They will 
not underſtand how 1 can come lean- 
in the wilderneſle, they will ſay, 
_ this z Chrilts power of Grace 
in me will be hidden to them, and yet 
they will admire, Who is this ? 

T hat comes up ont of the wildernes. ] 
Out of a 1ad, low condition, out of 
Joſt, 1 ed condition, out of croſſes, 

| flictions inward or outward. 

ut I ſhall epen this terme more here- 
after. hs g] Tremellixs reads it, 
eficiar, foie Joyning or mar» 


about to joyne or marry her 
Lie 7, Vatablns, Hierome and Lyra 


read - 


mms wk. a4 UA£As 4i ., ga as 
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(9) 

read it, Deliciis - fflﬀews, flowing, a«- 
bonnding with Fred Bedofand 
Brightman read it [nnixa, leaning, up- 
en her Beloved ; And ſo our Tranſla» 
tion. The quarrell betwixt theſe Expo-. 
fitors is not ſo great, but I concaive it 
may ealily be thus taken up: 

I» Leaning is a polture of famili- 
arity ; And ſhe that js fo bold as to 
leane upon her Beloveds arme, is fure- 
ly lodged in her Beloveds heart ; and is 
aſſocians,marrying, or afſociat#ra,'about 
to marry to her Beloved; and 2. Leax- 
mg is a poſture of love too, She 'that 
leanes, loves ; and ſurely ſhe takes plea- 
{urein her. poſture, ſhe takes delight in 
her Beloveds company. 

Hpon her Leloved| Chriſt Jeſus,who 
loves her, and having fiſt loved her, is 
now beloved of her. He is calted Hey, 
to denote her propriety in him. Thus 
you havethe ſence of the former part 
of the Text. #7” Sa 

The Church, or the beleev ing foule, 
fancies that the world ſeeing her keep 
her bold on Chriſt, in {gddett condi;i+; 
ons, and keep a cloſe communion yith- 
Chriſt jothe midſt of briars and thorns, 
mM 


* 


(19) 
in a barren heath, and dry ground, in 
the midſt of trials, would be ready, ei- 
ther out of ignorance, not knowing the 
power of grace that upheld, and helpt 'Y” | 
and ſuſtained her; or elſe adnyring her 
happy and glorions condition, that in 
the wildernefſe ſhe had ſuch a Beloved 
ta leaneupon; or admiring the ſtrang- 
neſſe of her conſtancy and patience, 
that ſhe would adhere to Chriſt at ſuch 
alow ebbe, would either by way ef 
ſcoffing or admiring, cry out, Pho #s 
this , that nothing will part from 
Chriſt ? Or, Who is this that Teſs 
Chriſt will thus owne, and uphold in 
faddeſt conditions ? Or, #ho is this? 
What power is this that upholds this 
man or woman 1n ſuch eſtates,as every 
ene - elſe would bee loſt in ? ho is 
this that commeth by the feet of faith 
and patience, up out of theſe deep ſad 


: 


wildernes-[traights, aad yet comes up 
with {ach a fixed temper of ſpirit, with 
ſach a ſtzyed mind, and with ſuch a 
ſtedfaſtgeſſe of reliance upon the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ? #ho is his rhat commerh 
#p,? Thus you have ihe former part 


Te" - 


: x EE. 


(11) 
It followes now in the T ext. 

I raiſed thee up under the Appte= | 
tree, there thy mother brought thee 
forth, there (he browght thee forth that 
bare thee. 

For the opening of theſe words,and 
making my way cleare, theſe twa 
things muſt be reſolved: 

1. Whoſe part of the Dialogue, 
whoſe ſpeech theſe words be. 
2. What the meaning of thera is. 

The firſt great queſtion js, whoſe 
part in this dialogue of \loye theſe are? 
This is certaine, they are cither-Chriſt's 
or the beleevers : the opinions of metr 
are divided about it ; Sotne think that 
the words ate the cottinued ſpeech of 
the Spouſe ; their great reaſon is, be- 
cauſe the words both before it and after . 
it, are the Spouſes : Of cus opimion are 
. Gregory, Aquinas, Lyra, Hierom | yea 
and learned Aercer and M. Ainſworth. 
' There are ſome others thatthink they 
are the words of Jeſus Chriff, mind» 
ing the Sponſe, how the raiſed op his 
Church ( fay ſome) which Idoe not 
deny , ſo they dee not lint ic tothe 
body of beleevers colleRively : for my 

owne 


(12) 
ewne part I ſtrongly incline to the lat- | 
ter, viz. That the words are the words 
of Chriſt ; my reaſons are, 1. Partly |: 
 becauſethe 4 verſe containes a phraſe "i 

ook , With which ſhe had twice 

Cloſed a ſpeech before,viz. chap.3.5,6. 
Cchap.5.8. and partly becauſe of the 
congruity, which appeares to me in 
the ſence thas;: The Spouſe before had 
ſeemed to calt out words as if (he had | 
bin almoſt aſhamed of Chriſts compa- 
ny, and by her walking with him had 
made her (clte a laughing ſtock, or a 
wondering itock to the worl{ (for ſo 
the phraſe, Who is this ?- may alſo be 
taken }to which Chrilt replies : I raiſed 
' thee, &c. as if he ſhould have ſaid : 
and do I not deſerve this * and a great 
deale more too? Remember but what 
T have done for thee, I have raiſed thee 
up aader the Apple-tree,&c. To which 
(as overcome with love) the ſoule re- 
plies, v- 6. Set me as a ſeale,&c. As if 
ſhe ſheuld ſay, Truth indeed ; Lord 
thou haſt done it: O ſer me now as 4 
calc upon thue arme, as a ſeale upon 
thy heart,&c. Athird reaſon is, the in- 
gengruity of the ſcace , if the word be 


taken 
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taken as the words of the Speuſe, which 
will further appeare in the opening of 
F che words. The fitſt queſtion being re- 
ſolved, I come to the fecond ; To ſhbew 
you what 1s the meaning of theſe words. 
In doing of which, 1. I ſhall ſhew 
you the opinion of others, 3, I ſhall re» 
Jet moſt of them ; ſhewing you rea- 
| ſon whyI deeſo. 3. Iſhallgive you 
KF my owne opinion concerning the 7 
words and reaſons for it, 1. Iwill x, Sore, + 3 
in with fuch expoſitors as would 

x theſe words to be the Spouſes 
ords, and theſe are cither Papiſts or 
Proteſtants. The popiſh expoljtiqgs ran 
together : 7 ( lay they )*that 1$-che 
Spoxſe the beleeving ſoule : | raiſed 
thee] awakened and applied thee ; #s- 7 
der the apple-tree , banging upon the 
croſle. Gregory ſaith that the apple-tree 
is [procul dubio arbor ſantt e crucis\the 
trec of the holy Croſſe, M. 2{:»/worth 
and Mercer carry it another way. I 
(ſaith M. Ainſworth)that is, the Spoule 
raiſed thee wp , by carneſt prayer, Pſa. 
44-24+ Raiſed up Chriſt #»der the ap- 
ple-tree, ' the tree of free grace, and 
life mentioned , Chap, z. 3. To this 
ſence 


2. Sort. 
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ſence Mercer inclineth. A third ſort of 
expolitors, are ſuch as would make this 
whole book a prephely of the conver- 
fion of the Gextiles ; they underſtand it 
thus: 7, that is Chriſt, raiſed :hec, that 
is, the Church of the Gentiles, »»dey 
the Apple-tree, out of a low eſtate(ſay 
ſome) by the help of ſome inferiour 
Aag:ftrate,laith M.Cortron. But | want 
an inſtance of the Metaphor ſo uſed, 
to patronize that opinion. 1 bave ſhew- 
ed you now the ſeverall opinions, 
which I ſhall reje& for thele rea» 
ſons ; 

For the Popiſh opinion, If we un- 
derſtand the tence of the words to be 
this, That the Spouſe raiſed Chriſt upon 
the Crofle, . what ſhall become of the 
next words, there thy mother brought 
thee forth * Did Chriſts mother bring 
him fortk there ? if ſo ; either his per- 
ſonall mother, or his myſticall and me-- 
zaphoricall mether ; tor his perſoxall 
mother, in reſpeR of his divine Nature, 
he had none ; for his humane Nature, 
AMary was bis mother: But how can 
we ſay concerning the Crofle , There 
Chriſts mother brought hins fort h? _ 
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be underſtoed of Chrifts wy/fical/, or 
metaphorical mockery, which lay ſame, 
is the Charch. 1. Beſides that, I never 
read the Church called Chriſts mother, 

h bis wife andſiſter - And I doe 
not like creating ſenſes without we be 
put to great ſtraights: I ſay,befides that, 
- it is to me very barſh-ſenſe, which I 
ſcarce waderſtand,viz.how the Church 
is ſaid to have brought forth Chriſt un- 
der the Crofle: For holy M. Ainſwerth's 
and learned Mercer's opinions, my 
reaſon or objeRQien is the fame, It we 
doe underſtand the ſenſe of the words 
thus : 7,that is['thy Spouſe] raiſed thee 
»p, by [| carngt prayer] «nder the 
Apple-tree [in thine Ordinances; I 
doe not know how to make ſence of 
the next words ; There thy mother 
brought thee forth,&c. How can we 
ſay that Chrilts mother, whether his | 
natarall mother, /fary,or his mets 
ricall mother, the Charch ( as tame 
would have it) pa:nfx ily brouy ht forth 
Chriſt (for ſo the werd js} under the 
tree of free grace of life ? To mcital- 
moſt ſounds a making of Chriſt the 
objec of free grace, and life, who is 
indeed the fubjcR of it. For 


: 
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For the third ſort I rejeR their opj- 
nion, 1, Becauſe I ſee no reaſon why 
we ſhould turne this whole book into 
a Prophecye, 3. And for M:Cotrons 
{ingle opinion I gave my reaſon againſt 
it before. 
'T ſhall now propound my owne opi- 
nion, and rather feeke for company 
than follow any. 1. I lay it downe for 
a ground, that the words are the words 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,ſpeaking con- 
cerning the beleeving foule. 2. I take 
it for granted, that the deſigne of 
Chriſts ſpecch to the beleeving ſoule 
his Spoule, 1s to mind her of ſome no- 
table engaging mercy he had beſtowed 
upon her ; a deliverance, 1.Out of ſome 
low eſtate; that methinks is plaine,both 
from the word aſed [ raiſed} which 
preſuppoſeth a fallen eltate. 2. Out of 
ſome eltate in which it was nat»rally ; 
that me thinks is plainly hinted in 
thoſe words; T here thy morher bronght 
thee forth, there ſhe brought thee forth 
that bare thee. 
Now to give you the ſ{cnce of the 
words : 
[f] the Lord Jefas Chriſt; thy tius- 
b 
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band; thy Redecmer [raiſed three up] 
exalted chee by the great worke of my 
redemption . | umder the Apple-tree] 
The Apple-tree is Chrilt, Cant.2.ver,z. 
Under my felfe by theuſe of mine Qr- 
dinances , which are the fruit of the 
Apple-tree, Chriſt tor [1 raiſed” thee 
up ander the Appetite) win thy 
wert not ingrafted inthe, but ina 
of diſunion, indeed [txyder the Appler 
tree} inreſpe&t of erernall pines fag, 
but nutin the Apple-tree by an n4xalt 
implantation and union ; When thou 
wert in that ſad eſtate 774;ſed thee. wp, 
by the great worke of my redemption, 
It followes, there thy. mother brought * 
thee fotth,&c. there 1 where ? in alot 
condition, in a ſtate of diſunion,a ſtrag- 

er to me. There, under the Tree. of 
orbidden fruit , involved in Adams 
firſt guilt, wekring in hloud, &c., Fhere 
ſhe brought thee forth that bare thee...... 
So the ſence of the words is.this +. 
 Doſt thouthink mucheo leane upon 
me in the wildernefie: O my Spoule } 
remember thou wert in a poor lait uns, 
done .Conditlon , in ſuch an eltate'thy 
naturall mother bronght thee forth; it 1s 

C true 
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true thou wert under an eternal ordi- | | 


nation to obtalne Salvation by me, but 
thou wert far from ſuch an vnion:there 
thy mother left thee, and could not 
help thee, and then 7 raiſed thee. I by 
the great worke of my redemption, 
cavenanting, coming, dying, &c. for 
thee, gaiſed thee from this mylery.to 
eternall life, and all the privileges of 
1t,/and this I did when all other meanes 
Failed, [ There thy mother brought thee 
forth ] by the uſe of my ordinances 
thou wert raiſed ander the apple-tree : 
lo that the defigne of the Lord Jeſus 
ft in the ſpeech, Is to ſhew:the 
, beleeving ſoule what cauſe (be had in 
all eftates to cleave to him, more 


than all the world beſides; and this he 


detnonſtrates, I. By letting her ſee 
her miſerable eſtate by nature. 1. She 
had need of raifing. 2. She was in 


x ſtate of diſunion, not united to the. 


apple-tree. 2. By letting of her ſee the 
"09 of, Yo nay Fe io 14 
inthe wg ld, any friend inthe world ; 
ſarely the mother is the beſt triend,and 
yet (ſayes he )this.cſtate ſhe left you in, 
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yea ſhe that bare you, 3+ By /er ring 
(9 


” 5 a = 


- 


(19) 


of her ſee the Honourable condition that 


was now in, expreſied ia that word 
raiſed, which containes as much as can 


| be ſpoken, evenallthe fraits and privi- 


leges of Redemption. 4+ By /etcing 
of her know the Author of this "= 
veſſe and redemption. That 1s I(faith he,) 
all the world could not , I did. 5. By 
letting of her know the meaues were 
his ( tor ſo alſo the words [unfferthe 
apple-tree ] may be underſtood)/[rafe 
ea thee. lue (oule may ſay, why ?:the 
word raiſed me? yes, it is true, bat(till 
thou art ratſed under Chriſt: For Chriſt 
is the apple-tree , The ordinances are 
rhe apples, and they alſo grow out of 
Chrilt,even as natarally; as the Appleyg 
growe out of the apple-tree. 

The text being thus opened , helds 
out to us many pretions truths. In gene- 
rall it is the deſcription of a Saint, 4 
primo ad ultjmum, from firſt to laſt, In 
particular you have here the Spoule de> 
{cribed, 1. [n her naturall Conditions 
where you are told, 1. What Ge is 
originally , 10 ſhe 1s jna ſtate of difuni- 
on to Chriſt , - in ſuch acondition that 
ſhe hath-nced of railing; fo her mother 
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brought her forth , ſo ſbe brought her 
forth that bare her. 2. What ſhe is 
then virtually, though not implanted 
mto Chriſt, yet - within a reach of kim 
#nder the applee-tree, theygh not im- 
planted i= it; under an eternail ordina- 
tion to life, though for the preſent a 
Child of wrath ; 1n a wilderneſſe, yet 
ing out, or to Come out. 

3»$he is deſcribed in her gratious 
conditien, and there we have theſe 
things noted. 

. 1» The author of grace unto ker, / 
raifed thee, Teſus Chriſt che author and 
frmiſber of owr ſalvation. 

2. The meanes of this grace , the ap- 
ples that grow upenChrilt the applerree / 

3. The effebt of this grace in her, ſhe 
comineth up out of the wi/derneſſe. 

4: The infirumentall meanecs, for 
the application of meritorious grace , 
that is faith in. Jeſus Chriſt, ſhe com- 
meth up leaning upon her well-be- 
loved. | 
5. The opinios of others concerning 
her in this eſtate of grace, 1. She u« 
g/orions aud creates admiration jn ſome. 
2. The bidden-princjple of life in her 

makes 
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makes her not to bs underſtood. of o» 
thers, all ſay, who x this ? 

Here are two great things bintcd i in 
the text. 1. The miſery that the ele# 
are in by nature 2. The. happy condi- 
tion they are in by grace, I WA hand- 
dle the words in 4 oa and raiſe ma« 
ny profitable Do&rines fromthem: But 
I will oaly pitch Japon 3. which will 
comprehend all, and.not handle the 
text as the words lye in order, but 'ac- 
cording to the order of the things con- 
tained 1n them; The 3. I will pitch up- 

on are theſe. 

' I. That Gods graciews Saints, and 
every one of them , though they lye wn+ 
der 4 gracious ordination to eternall 
life, yet are borne in aloft undone cox- 
dition, 1. They have need of raifings 
2.they are wnder (not _ apple-tree, 
there their mother ght - them 
terth, 

3. That it is the Lord Jeſus that 
helpeth his redeemed ' ones out of this 
condition. I raiſed thee. 

3. That by the power of Jeſus C brif 
the Spouſe being raiſed tomes np ont of 
every wilderneſſe — upon pop Bb- 
loved. C 3 I 
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I fhallbegin with the firſt DoQrine. 
DoR.1. That the beſt of Gods Saints 
by nature were born in a loſt con- 
Srion;n 4 ſtate of diſuniqn to Je= 


ſw Chriſt, there their mother 


brought them forth, there fhe 
brought them forth that bare 
them. 

I fay the beſt,though they all of them 
lye under a faving ordination to eter- 
nall life, andthongh many-of them may 
be borne of holy and godly parents, yet 
zf you looke upon them as they are by 
Nature, they are in aloſt, undone con- 
dition, and had need of a raiſing. Now 
for the proſecution of this Dodrine, 
I ſhall rt. prove it by teſt imvony of Scrip- 
tre: 2, I hall open it to you how it 
comes to paſſe that they are ſo borne. 
3- 1 ſhall make application of the Do- 


Arine. 1. That they are by Nature ina 


loft, undone condition, 1,1nreſpeR of 
fine. 2.1n reſpect of prniſiment, Take 
that pregnant = for it, _ 
where the deſigne of the Apoſtle is 
plaine to advance Chrift in the hearts 
ofthe beleeving Epheſars:To this end, 
I«. ke diſcovers what need they had of 


hin, 
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him, that he opens by ſetting out their 
{ad and wotull conditien\without him. 
1. They were dead mm treſpuſſes and ſins, 
ver.7.5. 2. They lrved according to the 
Devils wil, raled and ated by him,yv;2. 
3. They were taimed with the Iuft# of 
the fleſh, and inclined te fulfill the Inſt 
of the fleſh,and of the mind,v.z. 4. They 
were Gentiles in the fleſh,v.11. 5. They 
were withouF Chrift, 6. liens from the 
Common-wealth of Ifrazl, 7.Strangers 
from the Covenant of Promiſe , 8. ba- 
ving no hope. 9, Without God in the 
world,ver.12. 10, Afar off, irrecpnciled, 
ver.13,14. 11. To ſumme vpall ina 
word, ver-3. The children of wrath by 
nature as well as others ; Children'of 
wrath Aftwe ; Atively inclined or 
diſpoſed to nothing but that which'will 
undoubtedly bring downe the wrath 
of God npon their ſonles : And chil- 
dren of wrath Paſſive ; paſſively being 
REY ſo guilty, that they deſerve, 
and in reſpe& of themſelves, are liable 
to the eternall wrath of God. And 
who are theſe, ver. 19. They were luck 
as were quickned, ver.1. ſuch as v.19. 
were niw no'more ſtrangers and forraig= 

4.4 C4 ners, 
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wers-y but : felow-Citizens with the 
Saints, and. of, the houſheld ofi Goa: 
They were borne. under the Apple- 
tree, but raiſed up. A ſecond place is 
thas knowne place, Plal.s 1.5, Sehold 
T mas (bapen. in iniquity, and in ſonne did 
#11 0ther onceive me. They are Da- 
vids words,$hatman of God, that man 
according to Gods owne heart ; yet he 
confelleth he was borne. #»nder the 
Apple-tree, there his mother . brought 
bine forth, be. was ſhapen in iniquity, 
yea is frye did his mother canceive 
him, I will add but that one place more 
Ez.16, -Where ..God ſetting -out the 
#&tive condition of his Church, 1cts 
it out by the reſemblance of a new 
borne. zafant.. For ber parents, hor fa- 
ther was an Amorite, and her mother an 
Hittete ; For her owne perſon, I 
the day whereinſhe was borne her navel 
WAs 120t cet, nor was ſhe waſhed in water 
ro, ſupple ber : ſhe was not ſaited at all , 
wor ſwadled at all, caſt our into the open 
feilg, tothe. loathing of her perſon,v, 3. 
4-5. Pollmted in her blood, v.6. Yet 
ſhe was one, to whom God had ſaid 
live,n.6, Whom God had mT 
| an 
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and adorned with ({peciall graces, v.8. 
with whom God had. made a cove- 


ant, and ſhe was Gods claime;v.8.&, 


v.9. I paſſe on tothe 2. Queſtion pro- 
pounded, viz.. How'it comes to pale, 
that all:the Saints of God are original- 
ly in a loſt undone. condition, The 
words of the text anſwer this, ther 


mother brought them forth ſo. Adam eat 


of the tree of forbidden fruit, he fell, 


& that guilt cleaves to all our natures. 


This the: Apoſtle ſpeaks fully to inthe 


5 chap. of the Epis : te. the /Romans, | 


 V.I2. By; one man ſinne entered mo the 
world;and death by prne;v.1g. Through 
the offence of one many were made dead. 


v.18. By the offence of :ohte- Judgntent: 


care wpon all to Condenmation. vag. 
By one-mans diſobedience many were: 
made ſinners, Pat here is the queſtion. 
ſtarted How the finne. of Adam fhawld 


leave a defilement npon all his Childrev: + 
to the eng of the world ; becanſe'T he fa- 


ther hath eater ſowre grapes ſhall all che 
childrens teeth be ſet anedge? My inten« 
tion is not here to diſpute like a ſopht- 
ſter, concerning thoſe many queſtions 
about the propagation of Originalltin. 
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| Owid quart apertam rimanSaith Au- 


gnuſtine) qunm habes apertam Tavuan, 
&c. what need we feek for a rift for 
it to creep in, when the Apoſtle hath 
ſhewed us an open door for it to come 
in with a full body? he ſayes by one mar 
it came into the world, wot by invitation 
of his example(as the Pelagians dream) 
So he might have faid | per diabolum 
mtravit] that 1t entred in by the De- 
vill as well as | per #num hominem || 
by one man : bur jt entred | propagatio- 
ne carnalioy carnal propagation-what 
could be cleane that: was borne of a 
woman? M. Perkins ſayes it may be 
done two wayes. I. Adambeing a 
publiqne perſon carrying all us in his 
loynes, and Godordering that what he 
received heſhcnld receive for himſelfe, 
and all his poſterity, hereupon Adam 
Sinning deprived himſelfe , and all his 
erity, So we became miſerable, 
God dealinglike a judge, depriving us, 
for Adams (in, of his Image, which 
except he would: he need never have 
ſtampt upon us; (not any wayes be- 
comming by this atof judgement an 
author or maintainer of finne ) thus 
| we 
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we become guilty /mpstative, by ims 
putation ; .and privative, God depriv=- 
10g us of his image by denying tore- 
Rore it to us againe when we had once 
loſt it. 2. Another way Py by carnall 
propagation : Our mother the Hittite 
brought us forth, our father the Cana« 
anite begate us, what cax bt cleane that 
i borne of a woman ſaith Job, chap.25. 
V.4. As ſweet oile powred into a fuſty 
vefſell (faith M. Perkins)/o/eth ts pmre- 
eſſe, and becometh infefted by the 
veſſell, So the ſoule created good, and 
put into 4 corrupt body, and made one 
with it receives contagion thence ; on- 
ly Chriſt who was borne of a woman, 
was borne cleaxe, and the reaſon for 
that,' was ( ſay theſchoolmen) 46 A- 
damo hamanam accepit natura nou tan 
quam a Principio agente ſed tanquanm 
a principio materiali; His body was 
from Adam, but not fromthe ſeed of 
Adam. And thus you ſee how it comes 
to pafſe that our mother brings us forth 
under the Apple-tree in a poore loſt 
undone condition, there your mothers 
brought you forth, that bare you. Nor 
let any one thinke himſelfe in a better 
CON» 
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condition, becauſe his parents have 
been ele& ones: what then ? Excepe 
4 mas be born again, ſaith Chriſt, heſhall 
never enter into the King dome of God. 
Joh.3.3. #hatſoever i borne of fleſh 
zs fleſh. Parents beget not grace but na- 
ture. Thongh they have no fiane to 
communicate in reſpeR of Gals grace 
juſtifying their perſons, and not ſeeing 
finne in them ſo as to impute it to 
them; yet they have ſinne , a body of 


- death; fo holy Paz/ had; he groned 
Rom. 7:23, 


under it, Rom.7. Tea and if we ſay we 
have no fin,we do but decerve our ſelves, 
and there ut no trath in us. \ Saith the 
blefſed Apoſtle) who lives and finneth 
not # This queſtion was propounded to 
Saiat Asfine, Hew the Saints of God 
that had no ſtnne could convey (inne to 
their children : he replies to it, YViciſe 
ſim & ego interrogo, &c. Let meaſke 
you (faith he ) how one that is circun- 
Fiſed can beget one that is #xncircumci- 
fed? and how it comes to paſſe that 
when you ſow your wheat in your field 
without any chaffe cleaving to it, you 
ſhonld reap it with chaffe® how one 
that is a baptized Chriſtian can beget 

one 
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one that isan «»bapti2ed heathen?you 
will anſwer, ©#:a non fact generatio 
ſed regeneratio Chriftianos. M, Perkins 
| ſaith,God took this order in the creatt- 

on, that whatſoever evill Adam procu- 
red,he ſhould bring it not only en him- 
{elf but all his poſterity,by virtue of wk 
decree the propagation of finne is Con- 
tinued without anyinterruption,though 
Parents them-felves be borne anew 
by the ſpirit of God ; even as God hath 
ſet it 1n the order of nature that the 
wheat thrown pure inte the ground , 
ſhould yet ſpring andgrow (10 often 
as it is fowed) with talk, care, blade. 
And all this I conceive isthe truthGoo- 
cerning the manner of conveyence of 
this lad legacy to all the Children of 4- 
dam. Without fitting thoſe Philoſopht- 
call, and ſchoole queſtions about it, L 
{hall conclude this Particular with on- 
ly this note of M. Perkins. /t may be 
this will not ſatiſfy the minas of all; rf 4- 
ny be ſo currons that he hath a mind yet 
ro ſeek further, let them know there 1 4- 
nother matter of more concerument,for ws 
tolook unto : whena mans houſe us on fire 
115 no time t6 enquire, when,and how, and 
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in what manner, it came tobe ſo, but it 
will be oxy policy to uſe all means poſſible 
zo quench it. That it 1s ſo, it is plain,our 
ſoules are all undone by nature. Do you 
aſk_how this thing cold be?farlt remedy 
It, then enquire the manner how 1t 
came to pafle : quench the fire, then 
aske how it came in thy dwelling. Q#id 
queris rimam ? jn the mean time why 
ſcekeſt thou a crevis ( ſaith Asſtine, ) 
Onnm haber apertanm [anuam;per nnum 
hominem intyavit peccatam * haſt thou 
not an open door?doth not the Apoſtle 
fay it entred in by oe mans diſobedience, 
and death by it, and ſo went over all ? So 
muſh therefore ſhall ſerve briefly to 
have ſpoken of the dofrinal part: Give 
me leave to come now to an applica- 
tion of it,in whickhe Lord give me an 
heart atfe&ted in ſpeaking, & you cares 
and hearts truly affefted in hearing. 
The firft part of my application ſhall 
be more notionall, the other willbee 
more particular; for the firſt. 

I. This may diſcover unto yeu, the 
tying fatſhood of the Pelagian Dottrine, 
and of diverſe in theſe times, that have | 
been ſo unhappy as to rake up all the pu- 

trified 
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trified dunghills of errors , and vend 


themfor new truths. 

1- The 4ſaniches of old would con- 
fefſe this, but 1. Would have it to 
be the dire&t work ofGod , an 1to this 
end made aGo1 on purpoſe that ſhould 
be ſuch a prixcipinm mali, carrying on 
the wicked delignes in the world effi- 
ciently, as their other God ( who was 
their princepinm boxi ) was by their ap- 

ointment to carry on good deſignes. 

2.Then they would but i» part confeſs 
it ; they would have ſome to be borne 
cleane,others defiled; but even the beſt 
(as you have heard) were borne defi- 
led, there their mother brought them 
Forth ; ther: ſhe brought them forth 
that bare them. The Pelagians denyed 
any Originall finne &y way of propagatr- 
on but only by ſmitarion, if ſay they the 
Child walks 10 its parents ftepps,or be- 
cauſe we tread Adams path, therefore 
we are dehiled ; but this is falſe. in the 


very day of our birth we were in@loft.. > 


undene condition, 


3. From hence alſo may appeare 
the fallenede of that opinion of the 


. Anababriſts of old, and new intheſe. 


dayes, 
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 dayes,viz,that Chriſt by his death, Or;- 
ginale peccatum ex humana natura ſuſ- 
z&{it , tooke away originall ſin out of 
our natures, they are the very words 
of Chemmitius, repeating the error of 
the old Anabaptiſts concerning this 
point, and this I perceive many people 
harping on even in this City, eſpecially 
thole that have. ſogood an opinion of 
Chriſts death, that he (as they dreame) 
died for all;pinch them a little and they 
will confefle, that all ſhall not be ſaved, 
but this is in regard for their at»all fs, 
for their origioall finne, Chriſt hath 
paid that ſcore: if now they can but 
Rand upoa their owne leggs, and will 
but walke in their ſtrength, and keep 
their feet for the time to come,then all 
ſhall be well. But miltake nor(Chriltj- 
ans ) yoxr mother(ſaith thetext)left yon 
not raiſed, but in a loſt condition ; not 
your grandmother Eve, but your im- 
mediate mother, brought -you forth 
there , and left you there-long ſince 
Chriſt died; it was ſince that time that 
the Apoſtle told the beleeving Epheſ;- 
ans, that they were Children of wrath 
by. nature , even 4s others, Eph.2.3. 
" Be- 
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Beſides that Chriſt uſeth not to pay any 
debts by halves, it were as good as no- 
thing for Ieſus Chriſt to pardon a re- 
probates Originall fin to whom he ne- 
ver intends to pardon all finne ; yea O- 
riginall ſinne doth not only remaine 
upon elefted ones as an offence to 
God, and laying upon them an obliga- 
tien to death, ſince Chrift dyed ,'un- 
till their Juſtification, | but even after 
Iuſtification there is a body of death ; it 
hath loſt 1ts condemning power, and its 
raigning power, but-it yet cleaves to 
our fleth, as Ivy to the tree, ſo deepan 
impreſſion it hath upon all our natures. 
But this openeth a way to ahtother 
queſtion, whether originall fin remaines 


" mm any of the eleft after Juſtification ? 


the affirmative is truth: but in regard 
that my text ſtrikes not direaly againſt 
the errour I ſhall paſle it by, and refer 
yau to thoſe that have defended the 
truth init, as Zanchi, &c. andlearing 
this firſt uſe, ſhall proceed to ſome 
turther. application;which ſhall be more 
Particular, 

1- By way of Inſtru&ion. 

2. By way of Examination,and Try- 
all; D 3-By 
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3- By way of Exhortation. 

4+. By way of Conſolation. 
Of all theſe in their order. 

By way of InſtruQtion : We may 
hence learne firſt, what a ſad condition 
the moſt men of the world are:n ? Ah! 
Lord, how few are they whom thou 
haſt choſen ever to obtaine eternall 
life ? and yet theſe are chi/aren of wrath 
by nature as well as others. Poore 
creatures | my heart trembles to thinke 
of you : How many in this Copgre- 
gation yet lye in a condition' low 
enough,and the Lord knowes whether 
ever tobe raif.d yea or no. If a child 
ſhould be borne with fome naturall 
weaknefle in its armes, or leggs, and it 
ſhould live fix, or ten, or twenty years, 
and yet not be able to uſe its limbs, you 
would ſay it would be a very great ha- 
zard if ever that child did recover its 
limbs, ſo as to have the ftrength and ex- 
erciſe of it, it would be almoſt a mira- 
cle ; It was ſuch a mitacle, that in the 
ninth of John, when Jcſus Cbriſt had 
reſtored tight ro one that was borne 
blind, the Jowen would not beleeve it 
poſſible, and ver.32. we find a OR 
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determination upon the queſtion, Since 
the world beg ant was never heard that 
any man opened the eyes of one that was 
borne blind: How many poore wretches 
that are come here into the preſence of 
the Lord , that were all borne blind, 
deafe, dead, and have lived fometen, 
ſome twenty, ſome thirty yeares, fome 
more,and all this time have continually 
had all the meanes that could be ap- 
plyed te them for recovery, and yet are 
1n the ſame loſt, undone condition ? 
Ah (my friends ! ) what can you nei- 
ther tretch. out hand, nor foot, nbr 
tongue, nor any member, not withſtan- 
ding all the meanes of grace affoorded 
you for quickning ? Let me tell you, it 
is ten thouſand to one, if you doenot 
periſh for ever : My friends | It isa mi- 
racle, a great miracle of mercy, - that 
any one poore wretch, conſidering in 
what condition it js borne, ſhould ever 
come out of it, The Jewes would 
hardly beleeve the report, therefore 
they ſay, Joh.9-19. Is this your ſonre 
that was borne blind, how then doth he 
now ſee ? We may ſay ſo concerni 


every one that bath any thing of 
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in him - Was not this poore creature 
borne blind ? how doth he now ſee -? 
was not he borne loſt ? How is he now 
raiſed ? but for thoſe that in ſtead of 
growing better, are growne ten times 
worle, that have hardened their hearts, 
and gone on in riot, and wantonnefle, 
and are yet in their bloud, it is ten to 
ene if eyer the Lord fay to them, /ive; 
they are growne to fuch a ſhameleſſe 
impudence in wickednefle, I dare net 
ſay, there # no hope ; But let me fadly 
ſay, there is ſmall hope that ever the 
Lord ſhould raiſe ſuch wretches:And if 
be'doth not, better ten thouſand times, 
better (finner,) had it been for thy 
ſoule, that thou hadſt never ſeen the 
light of the morning, nor heard'the 
voice of the Goſpell in thine eares. 
This is your condition, the Lord awa- 
ken you, 

Secondly, From hence we may be 
inſtrafted , Fhom we have cauſe to 


' thanks that any of u are this day ont of 


bell. Who art thou O man that boaſts 
thou art of good parentage, or of a 
great birth ? harke in what language my 
Text ſpeaks thy birth; Thou wert _ 

under 


"ALL 14, 

under the Apple-tree ; there thy mother 
brought thee forth,there ſhe brought thee 
forth that bare thee. If thy heavenly Fa- 
ther doth no more for thee than thy 
earthly mother, woe to thee that ever 
thou wert borne. What a boaſting we 
have of pedegrees, and great deſcents ? 
What a great word it is in the world, 
I was better borne than you, My father 
was {uch a Gentleman, ſogreat,fo rich, 
&c. My mother was of ſuch or ſuch an 
ancient Family ? O vanity | vanity of 
vanities | Poore creature | thy mother 
brought thee forth under an Apple- 
tree, The very heathen out of a meers 
rationall principle, could (coffe at fuch 
brags : Genms (3 proaves, & que 
non fecimmus ipſs Vix ea noſtra voce. 
Tully could retort to the Roman, brag- 
ging of bis deſcent, Domus mea 4 me 
iucipiet,tua vero in te deſinet, My houſe 
ſhall have its Originall from me, my 
Nobility and worth ; thy Noble Family 
ſhall have an end in thy Baſenefle. 
Chriſtian | what is thy birth ? conſider 
it but in a ſpirituall notion ; the pooreſt 
wretch in the world is borne in as 
good a condition as thou art,” and thou 
D 3 in 
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in no better an eſtate towards God than 
he, Suppoſe a man were borne of ſome 
great parentage, and had no Lands, no 
eſtate left him, but could only boaſt of 
s, & nomina vana Catonum, his 
fathers name, and the {moake of his 
chimney ; Poſlibly he hath ſame gor- 
geous ſuit ef apparell left him, this he 
weares and gliſters in for a while, yet 
3 little while and theſe teare, and then 
he bath not arag left him, nor a penny 
to buy one to cover his nakedneſle : 
how contemptible would ſuch a poore 
wretch be in every mans eyes ? And is 
not this the condition of the moſt of 
the great men, gallants of the world, 
they gliſter with an outſide a little in 
the world, their names are great, their 
perſons admired ; yet a little while,and 
theſe weare out, the men dye, and lye 
downe in hell. Ah | that thoſe that 
glory would glory in this, that God is 
their Father, and Jcſus Chriſt their 
portion: Thus your Houſes would have 
a beginning of Glory from you, and 
their Glory ſhould not end with you. 
2. Nor is the boaſting of thoſe much 
better that can boaſt of their Religious 


 pa- 
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| | Parents- I confelle it is the better of 


the two, an heire of Glory being tarre 
more noble than the greateſt world- 
ling, and in regard that the EleRAion of 
God runs much in a line ; but this will 
not doe Chriſtian : Eſau was rejeced 
though he was [/aacs ſonne ; and [þ- 
mel though he was Abrahams ſonne, 
Fuſtus non gignit juſtum, gignit homi- 
new ; Thy righteous father did not be- 
get thee a righteans man, but he be 
thee a child of fleth, corrapt fleſh and 
blouJ. Thy godly mother brought thee 
forth under the Apple-tree, there thy 
mother brought thee forth , there (he 
brought thee forth that bare thee. This 
was the Jewes great brag, thet they 
cam: forth out of the waters of Judah, 
aud were called by the name of [irgel, 
«#4 were of the houſe of «| acod, Iſa, $. 
1. They call'd themſelves of the Holy 
City, and this male them ſtay themn- 
ſelves upon the God of Iſrael; but tor 
all this obſerve waat God ayes to 
them,v;4,5.6,8&c.This was that winch 
the Jewes had to boalt of to che Lord 
Jews Chrilt, Joh. 8.334 #e are Abra» 
- hams ſeed, and wore never in bondage to 
D434 any 
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any man, how ſayeſt thou, you ſhall be 
wade free ? They tooke it ill,” that they 
being Abrahams ſeed, ſhould be'ſo 
much as ſuppeſcd to be in a bad con- 
dition. But obſerve how Chriſt takes 
away their brag inthe 39. Jeſw faith 
unto them, if you were Abrahams chil- 
arex [ that is, his ſpirituall children} 
you would doe the works of Abraham : 
But in plainer Engliſh, ver. 44. 'Ye are 
of your Father the Devill, and the luſts 
of your Father jou will doe, Heare this 
you that had godly parents, and your 
ſelves have no goodnefle in you. Abras 
hams faith will carry none to heaven 
but i himaſelfe : your parents faith will 
want a way of ' conveyance to doe 
good to your ſoules. 

' Graft a ſweet Peare or Plumme up- 
oB a Wild or ſowre Crab-ſtocke, it will 
grow, and yeeld a pleaſant fruit, the 
nature will be changed inthe fruit ; but 
now take the ſtone or kernell of that 
fruit, and ſet it in the earth, it ſhall not 
come forth a Plum-tree, but a'Crab- 
ſtock againe. It is thy caſe (Chriltian,) 
thy parent was a naturall Crabſtocke, 
the Lord grafted grace upon tum, then 

g he 
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he brought forth ſweet and pleaſant 
fruit, worthy of amendment of life ; 
But now thou art his kernell come out 
of the earth ; thou art not come forth 
gracious, but naturall.Thy parents grace 
was by vertne of an inoculation, not by 
nature, Therefore to conclude this ule, 
let me mind you of the words of the 
firſt Goſpell-preacher, John the Bap- 
tilt, 2Lat.3. ver.8. Bring forth fruit 
therefore worthy of amendment of life, 
and thinks not to ſay within your ſelves 
we have Abraham to our Father. Looke 
to your condition Chriſtians ; It 1s 
neither your noble, nor yet gracious 
parentage, and deſcent, will carry yon 
to heaven; think not to fay within thy 

ſelf; I had a gracious parent. * 
* Thirdly, from hence we may be in- 
ſtruted, what a ſoul-cheating principle 
Libertines build on, that conclude thus, 
There ts noneed of Kepentancegor faith, 
or ſuch holy and ſtritt life : if we be 
elefled, we ſhall be ſaved, if not, we ſhall 
be damned. Suppoſe thou beelt eleed, 
poore creature.yet know thouart borne 
under the 'Apple-tree: ' O'turne not the 


grace of thy God into wantonneſle ; 


look 
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looke to find thy ſelfe raiſed, or 
thou ſhalt never ſee thy ſoule fave). 
It is trae, for the ſinnes of thoſe whom 
the Lord hath choſen by name to ever- 
laſting life,they are decretally pardoned 
from all etcrnity,and meritoriouſly par- 
doned in the death of Chriſt -; bat (till 
they remaine as offences to GoJ, an] 
keep the foule under a reall obligation 


nnto death, till the Lord comes, and * 


aRually and -formally in juſtification 
acquits the beleeving ſoule from hels 
claime, and frees it out of th: Devils 
impriſonment. Sappoſe a condemned 
man in priſon, the Prince hath deter- 
mined to pardon him, aad ſome friend 
of his pollialy hath purchaſed his par- 
don fot him ; but yet bz is in the dan- 
geon 1n fetters, in the Gaolers hand, till 
he be acaally ſetfree,&c. So it is with 
every Ele& Veſſell. Cheat not thy ſelfe 
therefore with ſuch licentious, ſogle- 
deceiving principles of Libertiniſm. 

I have doae with th2 ficit Ule of -In- 

ſtraRKioa, I paſſe on to a {econ 1. 

How doth it now (tand every poore 
ſoule in hxnd,to examine his condition, 
- whether he be not in this {ad conJitipn 


yet, 
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Yet, yea' or 80. . Chriſtians, the weight 
of your ſoules hangs upon this Ex4nmi= 
nation ; This was your and my.condi- 
tion, Try therefore your ſelves whether 
you be in the faith or n ; prove your owne 
ſelves, know you not that more, more 
than natures in you] Jeſw Chriſt w 
in you except ye be —_ I bave 
in this place not long {tnce handled this 
point ſo fully, that I (ball at this time 
adde very little to what I have already 
ſaid ; Only (it lying fo full in my way ) 
giveme leave to ip-ake a word 0; two, 
and the Lord ſpeake it to your hearts, 
I will ſpeake but foure words : 1, Ther- 
fore know this, /f none hath done more 
for you than yorr mother hath done, you 
are under the Apple-tree ftifl, \hat 1s 
plaine in the Text : There your mother 
brought you forth, thei e ſhe brought you 
forth that bare you. What duth our 
Mother doe for us? ſhe conveights Na- 
ture to us,from her we derive ficih ad 
bloud, and our naturall diſpolition)s ; if 
thou beeſt nothing but Nature,thou hat 
nothing of Grace. But ſome will tay, 
this is a note as darke as the other: To 


make it therefore ſo as to be un'(er- 
ſtood 
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food by the meaneſt capacities, we 
muſt underſtand that there are two 
forts of Natures, A more corrupt, or a 
more refined ſort of Nature. All ſhort 
of Grace is Nature. 

I. If thou haſt nothing ſeen in thee 
but corrupt filthy nature, That thy na- 
turall inclination carries thee out toats 
ef prophane wickedneſſe,and thou haſt 
not ſo much as put a bridle upon thy 
wild ſpirit, but letſt jt run at randome, 
and carry thee out to drunkennefle, 
wantonnefſle, lying, ſwearing, all man- 
ner of ungodlinefle , This thou mayeſt 
be ſure of, thou art not raiſed yet out of 
thy kelliſh danger in which thou wert 
borne, Eph.5.5.1 Tim.1.9,10.Rev.21, 
8, Rev.22.15. 1 Cor. 6.9,10. 

But ſecondly, If thow haſt n» more 
than bridled and refined Nature, T call 
Bridled Nature, a kind of civility which 
thou prideſt in, that thou art not ſo de- 
bancheda wretch as others are: It con- 
fiſts firſt of all in a Negative righteouſ- 
eſe; Thou canſt ſay thou art no Papiit, 
no Malignant, and perhaps as much as 
the Phariſee, Luke 18.v. 11. / thanxke 
thee I am not (as other men are) extor- 

tioners, 
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tieners, unjuſt, adulterers,or even as this 
P ublicane; Secondly, In a Poftive righ- 
zeouſneſſe ; Thou canſt ſay, whoſe Oxe 
have I takes ? whoſe Aſſe have I taken? 
or whom have 1 defranded? Thou tytheſt 
Mint and Annis, and doſt no more to 
others than thou weuldſt be content 
they ſhould doe to thee;thou art a good 
Second-table. man, keepelt the rule of 
Juſtice ſtrily ; Thus had he done. To 
whom Jeſus Chriſt ſaid, & ai /ny7, One 
thing s wanting to thee,Goe (ell all that 
thou haſt ; Chriſtian, let me tell thee,all 
this ſelf-Righteouſnes muſt be ſold, not 
loſt, but lighted. If thong haſt no more 
than a Bridled nature, it is not enough, 
the young man went away from Chriſt 
{orrowtull, 4ar.1ceThe Phariſee went 
away not juſtified, Lake 18, ver.14., 
Nay ſecondly,it thou haſt no more than 
a refined Natnre, it is nothing, though 
it be ſeven times refined. It is a piece 
of Nature, That there i a God, Nature 
r1evealethit to men; and that this God 
is a ſpirit, and that, $5 Dex eſt anime, 
&c. Hic tb; precipue fit pura mente c0- 
lendus, Seeing God js a ſpirit, he muſt 
I. Be worſhipped. 2, Be worſbipped 
lie 
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fincerely, Cato could ſay fo ; this is all 
but Nature, the finelt of Nature. Thou 
mayeſt pray in thy Family Morning 
and Evening, the Heathen would doe 


as much, they would cry to their Pee * 


- watcs,yes thau mayelt doe it,and( with- 
out the Common-prayer Booke tao, 
1] doe not read that they had one in uſe 
to worlhip their Idols with (Nature 
had given them a tongue to ſpeak their 
wants without a Tutor) and yet be a 
wretch under the I. The 
Phariſce would be ſo far from being 
aſhamed to pray in his Family, that he 
would not be aſhamed to come and 
ra) in the Temple, L«ke 1 8.v,19, 11. 
He faſted twice a weeke ; They faſted 
often, Mat.9.14. They were ſtri& ob- 
ſervers of the Sabbath : how many 
quarrels had thy with our Lord )eſus 
Chriſt for healing, for his Diſciples bat 
cking of cares of corne, on the 
abbath day ? Here was Nature ſeven 
times puritied and yet for all this Chriſt 
tels his Diſciples, Mat.5.20. That ex- 
cept therr righteouſneſſe exceeded the 
r:ghteonſneſſe of the Scribes and Phari- 
fees, they ſhon/d mover emter imto the 
King- 
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dome of God. Tremble at this youthat 
arelyers, Sabbath-breakers, prophane 


; perlons, unjuſt in your Callings, un- 


conſcionable in your walkings with 
God. Tremble at this you that never 


| pray in your Families, in your Cloſets; 


God never hcares of you but when zou 
come to Church,and then to no purpoſe 
neither : you are net yet raiſcd, nay 
far from it. Fleih and bloud might have 
revealed this unto you. This 1s the firſt 


Note. 


Secondly know, If you have not 
plucks and taſted of the fruit of the 
Apple-tree, you are ftill but unger it. 
You may remember I conſtrued | #xder 
the Apple»tree) out of Jeſus Chriſt, 
If you have got no benefit by Jeſus 
Chriſt, you bave no portion 10 him if 
you be not in him, and if he be not in 
zou: It is the Apoliles Note, 2 Cor.13. 
ver.5. Know you n0t that Jeſs Chriſt 
is in you except ye be reprobates.. The 
Apple is in the man that hath eat it : 
Chriſt js in the ſoule by a ſpirituall unie 
ON, if the ſoule hath avy part 1w him, or 
ſhall ever bave any benefit by him. Free 
Grace is the fruit of this Apple-tree of 

Pa- 
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Paradiſe. Are the Graces of God in 
you ? but ſome may ſay, how ſhall we 
know that ? The taſted Apple is, 

1, Sweet. 
2, Cordiall. 
3. Nutritive. 4+. Diffaſive. 

I. Sweet, Cant.2. 3. As the Apple- 
tree amongſt the Trees of the Wood, ſo 
is my Beloved amengſt the Sonnes, 
1 ſate down nuger his (hadow with great 
delight, aud his fruit was pleaſant to my 
:afte. The Spoule there compareth the 
Lord Jeſus to an Apple-rree, a rare 
Apple-tree z 4s an Apple-tree among ft 
the trees of the wood. Now he was not 
only a» Apple-tree in himfelfe, a (weet 
Tree fall of the Apples of Life,and free 
Grace ; but he was| an Apple-tree to 
her] he was her beloved, and ſhce 

fate downe nnder his ſhadow. Now it 
was, 1.With great delight. 2. His fruit 
was ſweet to hey aſte. If Chriſt be in 

thee, and thou beelt jn Chriſt, Chriſt js 
very ſweet to thee, thou fitteſt #nger 
his ſhadow with great del:ght, and his 

frait is pleaſant ro thy taſt, 1 Pet. 2.7, 
To you that beleeve he is precions , Hig 
name to thy ſoule js 4s an ointment 

| Powred 
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powred forth, Cant.1.3. Why like an 
ointment powred forth? Zfar 14.73: 
Job.12.3- When the box of ointment 
was broken, and: powred forth on 
Chriſts head, the whole houſe was filled 
with the ſavour of ir. Is it thus with thy 
ſoule Chriſtian ? Is Jeſus Chrift preci- 
ous to thee ? Is his name to thy foule 
like an ointment powred: forth ? Is thy 
whole heart filled with-the ſweet ſmell 
of Jeſus Chriſt ? Art thou raviſhed 
with his love, his incompretieahble, 
his uafadomable love ?: Is.Chriſt 1a bis 
Ordinances. / precious. to :; thy. ſoule, 
that thou defireſt rhe! ſincere milke of 
the word, as: the new borne babe.de= 
ſires the milke of the breaſts? Doth the 
very thinking of Chriſt 1raviſh thy 
heart? Doth the naming of him carty 
thy ſoule almoſt above itſelfe in an ex- 
talie of love ? Is he like an Apple to 
thy taſt, that thy mouth is filled with 
the ſweetnefle of his . juice ? High 
thoughts of Jeſus Chrilt: argue that 
Jeſus Chriſt 1s ſpiritually taſted by thy, 
toule. Art thou melted with his love ? 
It is a ſigne thou haſt taſted of the truit 


of the Apple-tree. 
ve E 2, The 
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2. The tafted Apple is cordial, Cant, 
2.5. Stay me with flaggons, comfort me 
with Apples. Cant.7.5. The (mel! of thy 
poſe is lrke Apples : It is ſpoken thereof 
the Church. Apples are cordiall in taſt, 
and comfortable in {mel. Try thy {elt by 
this Chriftian : Is Chriſt cordiall to thy 
foul ? when thy foulis faintiag, ſwoon- 
ing, in the thoughts of thy ſclt,and thine 
owne wickednefle and videncetle, Dorh 
it then comfort thee to remember Je- 
fas Chriſt his love and merits ? Chriſt 
;s ne cordiall to wicked, unbeleeving 
wretches, it cerrifieth them the more 
to remember Jeſus Chriſt, When the 
Lord bath awakened their confcien- 
ces, and ſtartled them in their natorall 
condition, tell tkem of Chriſt, this 
adds fuell to the flame. Why ? It is this 
Ctuiſt, whom they have fcorned, abu- 
fed, crucified. It is this Chrilt,concer- 
ning whom they have faid, #e will not 
have this Chriſt to raigne over us.Now 
they tbioke that they heare that ſcor- 
ned Chriſt ringing a dolecfull peale in 
their cares ; Bring thoſe mine enemies 
that ſaid I ſhould not rule over thens, 
| and ſlay them before me. But to the Be- 
leever, 


—_ 
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leever, Chriſt is comfortable ; when he 


looks upon himfelfe as a great ſinner, 
the naming of Chriſt comforts him; 
Ah 1 (faith he) that is he that dyed: for 
my fines, and roſe againe for my juſt; 
fication, Rom.5. 25. When he looks 
upon all bis righteonfurſſe, as amon- 
ffruoms cloth, and as filthy rags, the na- 
ming of Chriſt is againe a cordiall to 
bim z Ab 1 (faith the ſoule) that is he 
that was made for me wiſdeome and righ- 
teonſneſſeand ſari fication,and rearmy- 
tion, When he looks upon him({elfe as 
a debtor to an infinite juſtice, the name 
of Chriſt is a cordiall againe ; thats he 
ſaith che ſoule, that hath paid the debt 
to infinite juſtice for me, that for me, 
hath ſatisfied his Fathers wrath, that 


powred ont his ſowle unto death, and was Eſa.53 tf? 


wuembred with the tranſgrefſors , thas 
bar# the finne of many, and made imter- 
ceſſion for the tranſgreſſor, That fame 
Chriſt is he ebat bore my griefs,and car- 
ried my ſorrowes, that was ſmitten of 
God, aud affiitted, that was wounded for 
my tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for mine 
miquities,, the chaſtiſement of my peace 
was upon h:m, aua by his ſtripes 1 am 

| E 2 healed: 
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healed. When he looks upon himſelfe | 


as a daily backſlider, renewing his fins 
as the dayes of his life, and the mercies 
of his dayes are increaſed, and is ready 
to ſ{woone in theſe ſad thoughts , 
the name of Chriſt is a cordiall againe; 
Ah ! (faith the fonle) that ſame Chriſt 
is that righteous one that is my advo- 
cate with the Father, and makes inter- 
ceſſion for me. When hee looks upon 
himſelfe, as unfit to doe any duty, and 
upon all his prayers, as poore, liveleſle, 
heartlefle duties, and conſiders, the 
deadneſſe,dulnefle, diſtraction, vanity, 
that conſtantly accompanies him, and 
1s ready to ſwoone in the thoughts of 
this, the naming ef Chriſt is a cordi- 
all to him againe; Ah ! (faith the Chri- 
ſtian) that 1s he, that is the Ange/ that 
ſtands at the Altar, having a golden 
Cenſer, and to him there is grven nach 
incence, that he ſhould offer it up with 
the Prayers of all Saints, upon the gol- 
den Altar which « before the throne, 
Rev. 8. 3, Thus now try ( Chriſtian) 
whether thou halt taſted of the fruit of 
the Apple-tree ; is Jeſus Chriſt a Cor- 
diall to thy ſoule, in ſoule-ſwoonings ? 

TE; 5. The 
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3. The apple is Nutritive Eatengno- 
derately, and ſeaſonably, it affords nou» 
rihment,' and maintaines life, and 
ſtrength : This is a plain conſequence 
frem the other , were 1t not nutritive 
it would not be cordiall. Try thy ſelfe 
by this, Chriſtian, whether Chriſt be in 
thee yea or no : If he be, thou deriveſt 
ſtrength from him, and he maintaineth 
ſpiritual life in thee. Obſerve that place, 
3h.4 V.14. Whoſocever drinketh of the 
water that [ hall give him, ſhall never 
thirſt, but the water that I ſhall give 
him ſhall be in him a well of water 


fpriging up to everlaſting life. Doſt 


thou find that thy heart is growing ? 
that by a ſtrength derived from Jeſus 
Chriſt, thou walkeſt and goeſt on from 
ſtrength to (treagth ? Doeſt thou find 
that from a digeſtion of Jeſus Chriſt's 
death, reſarre&jon, and Aſcenſion(the 
fruits that grow upon that Apple-tree 
of free grace) thou getteſt ſtrength a- 


z gainlt thy Corruptions, againſt the De- 


vels temptations ? that upon thy tafting 
of Chriſt thou groweſt in grace? when 
thou taſtelt him afreſh in the 'Sacra- 
ment,'1f thou haſt a part in bin, thou 

E 3 wilt 
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wilt find that he is Nutritive to thy ſoul, 
thou wilt quicken thy life, and increaſe 
thy ſtrength by all the ordinances 


which hold out , and ſet forth, Jeſus 


Chriſt unto thy ſoule. God fayes, that 
thoſe that are of cleane hands ſhall grow 
Prenger, and ſtronger , And that the 
Righteous ſhall grow up like the calves 
He ſtall, which grow apace, and 
. ' Nay thou wilt find not only a 
growth, but that thou growelt from 
that Nouriſhment that Chriſt Jeſus 
afforgs thy ſoule, that thou walkeſt in 
his ſtrength, and that all the ſtrength 
of thy ſole is purely derived from kim, 
not frem thy owne indeavours, and 
walkings : Try therefore thy heart 
Chriſtian, if thou halt eaten of the Ap- 
ples, thou wilt find them Nutritive, it 
will not be like the Gvallowing of a 
ſtone or Rick, that haveno nou- 

ng quality in them. 
ly, the Apple Eaten u d/uſive, 
the Vertue, and Nutritive, or com- 
forting quality and j.4ce of it, diffuſeth 
# ſelfe into all the body. If thou haſt 
talted of Jeſus Chriſt, and haft ſwal- 
lowed the Apples of tree grace, the 
-Þou4 vertue 


ſe 
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vertueof them diffaſeth it ſelfe into thy 
whole ſouls, anJ body. Grace is in e- 
very. veine - of thee, Thore is fome- 
thing of ] cſus Chriſt, in thy eyes, face, 
tangue, aands: and abundance of him 
in thy heart. Thy head is full: of 
thoughts of Chriſt, and plotrings, 
and deſignes for Chritt. The wanton- 
nes: of thy eye 1s reſtrained by the law 
of Chriſt ; the vanity of /thy tangyue is 
taken away, ani the Lord hath nnde 
thee one of a pure lanquage; thy hand is 
awed by Chritt, that ic dare not ftrereh 
forth it ſelfe to doe any iniquuey ;. thy 
feet are guided by Chrift, His word is 
a light unta thy feet, anda laathorn var 
ts thy paths. And now tor thy foule 


and inward man, thy . ra; 
is full ofthe knowledge of ]c<tusChri 

Yea thou haſt-determined with thy ſafe 
to know notbing bnt Chriſt, and bins 
er#cifitd. Thou ſeeſt: abundance of 
Chriſt in the rich di(pentations-'df 
free and infinite grace... Thy Wilt hath 
taken the: oath of Allegeanee to. )c{us 
Chriſt, Thy will is {ubordinatedto hrs, 


his will is thy law, and thy. wil Thog 
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ait ready t6-ds; tis will, or ſaffervis 


-will.: Thy Aﬀe&ions are wholly car- 
ied out to Chriſt, him thou loveſt, de- 


fireſt, delighteſt in, above all'things in' 


the world whatſoever. In ſhort, It 
makes thee to:preſent thy body, as 2 
living Sacrifice, holy, acceptableunto 
God,8& this thou judgelt thy reaſonable 
fervice. Thowart not conformed to the 
world, but thon art tranſtormed by the 
rentwing of thy mind, that thou may- 
£lt try, and prove what that good, and 
acceptable, and perfe will of thy God 
Is,: Rom.12.1. 

-'2-Is it thus now with thee Chriſtiar? 
15 the. vertue of the Apple thus diffuſed 
___n thy whole Soule? then thou 
mayelt. be of good comfort. . So I have 


done with the ſecond note of Triall : _ 


Tf thou haſt nat rafted of the fruit of the 
Apple-tree, thou art yet but under it. - 
3+. A third note of Triall- may be 
this: Thoz mayeſt be ſure thou could(t 
not plack,, and eate of the fruit of the 
'pple-tree, without an:hand: to reach, 
©4d a month to eate. Chriſt is the Ap- 
ple-tree,, faith js the hand ; without 
710 | | faith 
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faith it is impoſſible topleaſe God (laith 
the Appoſtle to the Hebrewes) He that 
beleeycth not , is condemned already. 
Therefore the Apoſtle. 2 Cor. 13. 5. 
ſayes, Examine yoxr ſelves whether you 
be in the faith or no ; prove your ſelves: 
And this goes before the next words, 
Know yee not that Chriſt i in yow , ex- 
cept yee be reprobates. Chriſt-is in you, 
except yee bee reprobates , that 18 his 
poſition z Now if you would know 
whether Chrilt bee in you or no, you 
muſt examine whether you bee in the 
faith or-no. In Scripture you ſhall fre- 
quently finde the worke of faith {ſet 
downe as the Aion of the feet, com- 


ming to Chriſt ; Cove unto me all zee jos, ,c 
that are weary and heavy laden : who ſo 37,45. 


commeth ta mee hath everlaſting -life, 
&c, Asthe Action of the hand, recer- 
ving Jcſus Chriſt, as the Action of: the 
mouth, eating the fleſh, and drinking 


the: bloud of Chriſt. |All unbeleevers |, 5.5, 
are yet out of Chriſt. Nay more, you ;, 


mult yot.onely have an hand, but 

an hand/as will reach ;--to this cnd , 
1 Atrue hand, 2 AperteR hand. 3 A 
a lively 
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| Nvely hand. —1 [t muſt bo arrne Band. 

Adpainted hand reacheth nothing ; the 
hand mult be a reall hand that plucketh 
the Apple-tree. There 1s a great deale 
of drofly counterfeit faith in rhe world. 
The Devils bave fome graines of faith 
amonpalt them, the Apoltle fayes, They 
belecve and tremble. Wicked and pro- 
phane wretches have their degrees of 
faith too ; they will at lealt cell you 
they beleeve that Chrilt came into the 
world,and dyed, they give credence to 
the ſtory,&c. 'But this faith is no true 
hand, it will plucke never an apple of 
Life. -—— 2. fs the ban4 muſt be true, 
fo it maſs be perfett, it mult have fingers 
enouzh to doe" it : It mult be perte& 
Jjultifping faith, though ic reach not the 
perfeQion of faith that a jultified per- 
ſon may have, There are ſeverall ats 
of faith : ſome will have knowicJg9 
tobeaa a of it 3. others, and the molt 
ſay,that knowledze is luppoſcd to faith, 
but Aﬀent is the ficlt and lowelt a. 
Matiy goe hither, and no further, they 

away not jutified : but the perfe- 

ion of that faith which juſtifies, lyeth 

| | in 
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in.a truſting too, and a relyance upon, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. To this faith are 
all the promiſes pronounced, Blefed as 
that man that puts bus truſt 1nthe Lord; 
And who is he that (its-in darknefle,and 
ſeeth no light? Let him truſt in the 
name of the Lord, and ſtay upy his God, 
I ſay, this js the perfection of that faith 
which muſt be | de neceſſitate, | neceila- 
rily required to juſtification :.It 15 not 
the refieion of faith that 1s in a juſti» 
fied parſon. -Try thy {lte,O Chriltian, 
doſt thou truly beleeve then, not barely 
- aflenting, and giving credence to the 
word of God as a word of truth, but 
being ſenſible of thy owne videnelle, 
and the inſufficiency that is ju th; ielte 
for any ſalvation ? doit thou truy rclye 
upen ]Jclus Chill? and this will 5v try» 
ed by the third particular, reccfary to 
the hand that reachcilus —— 3 7 48 
hand that reacheth mot be liy4) - it 
mult have a principle of life i « lulte, 
and-muſt aR in lively operations. The 
dead hand, let it be never toxtrue Helk 
and bloud, it reachetu noting, it hath 
no internal priaciple'of lifg nut (cle to 
catry 


, 
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carry it out 3n externall operations of 
Lite:ſo muſt it be with the topls hands, 
that reach, and plucke the Apples of 
—_—_ of the Tree of Lite, men- 
tioned, Rev.22,1.It mult have an inter- 
nall principle of Life, The hypocrites 
faith hath no internall principle of life 
in it, the ſoule is not quickned, neither 
hath jt any power to a& exteraall ope- 
rations - Frva fides eft operoſa, is a 
knowne maxime, Faith in the Saints 1s 
powerfull, 2 Theſ.z. 11. The worke of 
faith with power, Jam.2.17.Faith with- 
out works is dead. Now it's lively, 
7. Internally,purging the heart, /r pwri- 
Feth the heart, 2. Externally, it work- 
eth by love ; it worketh as a loving 
heart towards God ; ſo in as of love. 
Faith; if it be true, hath not only a per- 
ſwading and comforting quality,to per- 
{wade the ſoule of God, and the faith. 
fulnefle of him that hath promiſed, and 
to refreſh the ſoule by ſtaying apon 
God, but it hath a quickning quality, 
to enliverſthe ſoule, and quicken it to 
an holy cloſe walking with God. The 
ſame faith that faith to the ſoule, this 
i ; promiſe 
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promiſe is the truth of God, ſtay thy 
{elfe upon it, faith alſo to the ſoule, this 
precept is the rule of God, walke ac- 
cording to it. Now Chriſtian, try thy 
ſelfe whether thou halt taſted of the 
truit of the Apple-tree, whether thou 
haſt a portion in Jeſus Chrift,yea or no- 
If thou haſt reached to thy ſoule an Ap- 
ple of free-grace, thou haft an hand by 
which thou did(ſt it ; it muſt be atrue 
hand : Faith is the hand. Haſt thou not 
the painted faith of the hypocrite, but 
the true faith of the Saints, called by a 
diſtioguiſhing charater ,' The faith of 
Gods Ele, Titus 1.v.1. Haſt thou not 
a finger only, but the perfe& hand, that 
faith which truly juſtiheth thy ſoule, 
which doth not conlilt in a bare notion 
and knowledge, nor yet 1a a bare a{- 
ſent, but in a fiduciall cleaving to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? Is it /ively ? as li- 
ving, 10 reſpe&t of the inward prin- 
ciple, ſo vely, in reſpe&t of the out- 
ward operations ? If fo, then it may be 
atrue faith, and thy -hand with which 
thou haſt reacht the fruit of the Apple- 
tree for the comfort of thy ſoule, may 
be ſuch a one as will doe it, and thy 

hove 
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hope may be 'upon goed and juſtifiable 
ds.; but if not, deceive not thy 
owne foule, Chriſt and you are ſtran- 


ers yet, and thou art out of Chriſt. 
ſhall aJde but one Note more; 


which ſhall be yet further for the clea- 


ring of this, Laſtly therefore know, 
T hou canſt have no ſuch hand, auleſſe it 
be given thee from above. The hand of 
Faith is none of Natures produdts. 
Alas,bow many cheat themſelves with 
Faith, when the Devill hath (indeed) 
25S much true faith as they have ? There 
is a natural] per{waſion, and there is a 
morall per{waſion, and there is a tra- 
ditionall perſwafion, and a diabolicall 
perſwafion, all thele differ from the 
worke of Faith; which is true, and that 
hand which mult reach Jeſus Chriſt to 
my ſoule. 

1. There 15 4 natural perſwaſion, 
Nature kath principles to perſwade the 
ſoule by to ſome Afﬀent : Nature per- 
{wades us, there is a God, and he muſt 
be worſhipped.: Looke upon me faith 
Nature, Preſentemque refert quelibet 
herba Dewm , 1 have not a ſpire of 


graffe, but tels thee there is.a God. See | 


the 
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varicty,greatneſſe, beauty of my work; 
Read a gre God, in a great Whate or 
Elephant j a beauteous Godin a glori« 
ous flower ; A wiſe God, in my choice 
of works. Behold a God, an tbe order 
tho halt feen in me. See him 1n- my 
Law written jm thy bear, Rowm.2.15. 
From the(e and ſuch like things, .Ns- - 
tare bequeathes a farhro che foule,and 
karnes Rt, credere Dam, tobelcevea 
God: But this is far from facnh;nut only 
- from Jultifying faith,but alſofromfaith, 
as to that point. It wantsthat ftexdi= 
nefle of aflent which mult be in sſent 
when an z& of faith. A Roman writ 
to T lly,to write him fomecbing con- 
cerning the immortality of the toule. 
Tully writ back againero him, Evolve 
librem Platonss & nihil amplizs 
quod deſederes, Read ( ſaith he } Ply- 
:0's Book over concerning it , and you 
' Will deſne no more. The Roman re» 
turnes him anſwer, Evol, itermm at- 
que irerim evelyi, &c, Ihave readit 
- over, {aith he, zgaine and againe, but i 
know not whence it is, When 1 reade 
it, I afſent to it, but I have:ino fooner 
laid the book out of my hand, but I be- 
| | _ 
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gin to doubt againe, whether the ſoule 
be immertall yea orno. So it is with 
all perſwaſien from natural principles; 
asto that extent . of Dodrine it would 
perſwade us of, the perſwaſion that a- 
riſeth from them is faint , and weake ; 
one while we thinke it is true, another 
while we queſtion, or deny the ſame 
ary Naturall perſwaſion is no. 
aith ; if Nature gave thee all thou 
haſt, thou haſt none at all. 

Secondly, If it bee Moralities gift 
ro thee, it is no faith, I call that a Mo- 
ral perſwaſion, which 1s wrought from 
the conſideration, and improvement of 
Morall Principles : if thou beeſt per- 
ſwaded torelt, and rely upon God and 
his promiſes for ſalvation, meerely up- 
on this skore, I live ultly, I tythe 
Mint ani Annis , I have taken no 
mans Oxe or Afﬀe from him, whom 
have I defrauded ? Alas, thus Ari/t:des 
and Cato might beleeve. 

Thirdly, If thy Faith be thy grandfa- 
thers Legacy to thee, it is no band that 
willreach the Lord Teſus Chriſt, A tra- 
ditiopall perſwaſton 1s no faith. If thou 
beeſt -perſwaded that Chriſt dyed for. 

thee, 
F 
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thee,&c. upon this skore, My Mother 
told me fo, our fore-fathers held ſo, 
and they were witer than wee,&c. A- 
las friend, there is as much difference 
betwixt faith, and thy ſoule, as there 
is betwixt heaven and hell. ThisWwas 
the Samaritaxes Religion, which the 
good woman was as tenacious of, 4s 
ours are now of the Common Prayer 
Book, Joh, 4. 20. Onur Fathers wor- 
ſhipped im this mount atne, and you ſay in 
Jeruſalem is the pl.ice to worſhip. It is 
the great objeaion wee have againſt 
the Church of Xome, That they would 
have men beleeve as the Church, be- 
leeves : But for the moſt part wee are 
condemned in what we condemne. 
Doe not moſt men beleeve as their Fa- 
thers beleeved ? What a finne it is 
thoaght to thinke of ſtripping Queen 
E PRs Reformation ? A 
molt men limitted to this faith ? and is 
not here all the perſwaſion that men 
have of the ſaving Truths of God, that 
Chrift was God and man, - that he dy- 
ed, roſe, andis aſcended ? Why? this 
was our Fathers Faith, this wee were 


taught when wee were little ones, 
F and 
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and npon this skore ( being perſwa- 
ded ) they muſt goe: under the No- 
tion of Beleevers ; and when hea» 
' ven and hell meet, this Faith ſhall ſave 
them, 

Fourthly, If thy faith be the Devills 
gift to thee, it is no hand that will reach 
Chriſt.- The Devill hath his Apes-fa- 
ced-Graces; Morall walking inſtead of 
Goſpell-obedience 3 Feare of Hell in 
Read of feare of God; and ſo preſump- 
tion inſtead of Faith. He carries too 
great deſignes. 1+ To flatter the foule 
to hell,by preſumption. Thinke nothing 
ll of thy ſelfe ſayes the Devill, venture 
upon God, let it never trouble thee, 
venture all,yes doe,and cry confidently, 
Lard, Lord, epen to me, I have prayed 
in thy name,&c. Hee knowes well c- 
nough, that the anſwer will be, Deparz 
from me, [ know you not, you workers of 
iniquity. Feare not, ſaith the Devill,to 
apply hot boiling Luſts to the bleeding 
wounds of Chrilt, you may reft apen 
him-that dyed for you, though you doe 
not take any ſuch care to live ſtrialy 
and holily with him : other folk ſhall 
goc to heaven beſides Puritanes ; Ged 
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is mercifull, Is thy faith ſuch a one as 
this Chriſtian ? O tremble at that ALar. 
7. 24. And would not one thinke that 
this were the miſcrable faith of moſt 
of men. Tt is impoſſible, but when you 
heare ſo many peales 1n your cares of 
repentance, as you heare in theſe dayes, 
but you ihonld have ſome thoughts 
what ſhall become 6f your poor ſoules: 
And who ſo lookes upon your lives a- 
gaine, andſeeth no repentance , no fit- 
ting downeand ſaying , What have I 
done? no care of future obedience,but 
a looſe irreligtous walking ; would he 
not bee confident that the Devill hath 
perſwaded you to, venture ? it is but a 
{oule loſt,/but poor wretch it is loſt for 
ever) and Chriſt is mercifull {but tono 
ſuch hell-hounds as thou art wretch ) 
O Lord / it would make an heart trem- 
ble to come to ſome poore Creatures 
upon their Death- bed, and examine the 
condition of their foules: Why ? they 
are well, they reit upon Jeſus Chriſt, 
they are confident he will fave them, 
( who is bolder than blinde Bayard, 
is our Countrey Proverb? ) though all 
know, the wretch never was ſenlible 
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of his loſt condition, nor ever. carefull 
to conforme bimſelt in the leaſt to Je- 
fus Chriſt. Faith is not the devils gift, 
Diabolicall perſwaſion widely differs 
from faith. But laſtly. 

Fiftly , Faith « the gift of God. It 
is grounded upon divine perſwalion, 
The Spirit of God , and the Word of 
God, and the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt : 
theſe are the grounds that perſwade 
the {oule to rely upon Jeſus Chriſt, 
Rom. 14-14. I know my ſelfe, and am 
perſwaded by the Loyd Jeſws Chriſt. 
The worldling is perſwaded after ano- 
ther faſhion, from naturall or morall 
Principles, or Tradition ; or at belt, as 
concerning 4hab, 1 Kings 22. 21. 
There is an evill Spirit gone forth, and 
ſaid, [ will perſwade hin ; and the Lord 
hath permitted, and aſfſented to it, ver. 
22. Thos ſhalt perſwade him , and pre- 
waile alſo, But now the child of God 
1s perſwaded another way ; come to 
him, and aske him, Chriſtian, what 
perſwades thee to reft upon Feſus 
Chriſt ? he anſwereth with Paul, [ 
know and am perſwadedb; the Lord Je- 
ſus Chri ff.Sir, Ab Sir, I was __ 

almoſt, 
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almoſt, 8:the ſpirit of God by its inward 
motions inclined me to roll my ſelfe 
on Chriſt, Or the word of God perſwa- 
ded me, I heard a Voice ſaying, come, 
I knew, he that had promiſed was faith- 
full and able to performe it, Romy. 21. 
Faith # the gift of God, ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle, Epheſ. 2.8. It is the Fathers work 
and gifc,the Sonnes gift and work, the 
Spirits worke, and the Words worke, 
I» It is the Fathers worke and gift, 
 Jobn6.37. All that the Father gives 
me ſhall come to me , Faith is of his 
[willing] John 6. 40. It is the Sons 
gift and work , / know and am perſwa- 
ded by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt z It is a 
piece of Grace, and Chriſt is the well- 
head of all divine Grace, 1 Cor. 1. 4. 
He is therefore called, The author ad 
finiſher of our faith, Hebr. 12,2. It is 
the gift and work of the Spirit of God, 
I Cor. 12.9. To one ts given by the Spi- 
rit the word of wiſedome ; to another, 
faith by the ſame Spirit. It is there- 
fore reckoned as one of the Spirits 
workes, Gal. 5. 22. It is a fruit of the 
Spirit. It is wrought by the Word, 
which therefore is called, :e ord 


F 2 of 


r Phil. 3-9, 


(70) 
of faith, Rom. 10. 8' Now try thy 
ſelfe Chriſtian, whether thy hand be 
a true hand ; Is thy faith a gift of God 
wrought by his Spirit, and grounded 
upon his Word ? ſuch muſt that hand 
be that plucketh the fruit of this Apple- 
- tree of free grace;Not mans, much leſe 
the devills gift, but Geds gift : it will 
quicken thee in Gods wayes, but I 
ſpake of that before. I have now done 
with my rules of examination ; the 
Lord —_ this Application in every 
onc of your ſoules, 

I proceed now to a third Uſe, and 
and that is of Exhortation, To all 
thoſe that are through the mercy of 
God recovered out of that ſad condi- 
tion in which we were all by Nature, 
that are now cleanſed ,, waſhed and 
ſanified. You heare, what you were 
by Nature, borne out of Chriſt , Chil- 
dren of wrath as well as others : hath 
the Lord raiſed you up ? hath hee gi- 
ven you totaſte of the Apples of free- 
grace? let the remembrance of your 
former condition perſwade you, 1. To 
get thankfull hearts. 2. To get pitty- 
ing hearts. 3. To keep humble hearts. 
A 


(71) 
A word or two of: each of theſe. 

x. Letthis conſideration perſwade 
with you to get :haxkefull hearts ; Let 
every ſoule of you ſay, ſing, that 103 
Pſalme, verſe 1, 2, 3. Bleſſe the Lord, 
O my ſoule, and all that « within mee 
bleſſe his holy Name. Bleſſe the Lord, 
O my ſonle, and forget not his benefits ; 
who hath forgiven all thine intquities, 
who hath healed all thy diſeaſes,&e. to 
the 6. verſe, Chriſtians, I have heard 
a Story of a Gentleman, that having 
rid over a dangerous Paſſage in the 
night, returning in the mornimg to ſee 
it, at the beholding of it, ſunke down 
and dyed; Aſtoniſhment kild him. Ah, 
Chriſtian, wouldit thou be but perſwa- 
ded in the morning of thy Converſion, 
whenthe Lord hath brought thy ſoule 
to himſelte, wouldft thou bee but per- 
{waded to look with a ſerious eye of 
meditation , what dangers thou haſt 
eſcaped, how many times in the mad 
ageof thy youth thou ran{t over eve: - 
latting burnings, and wert jult ſinking; 
wouldſt thou but remember how often 
thou dividedſt an haire betwixt thy 
ſoule and bell, and this not once, but 
IN" F 4 agailie, 
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againe, and againe 3 that the Devill kad 
not thy ſonle onely in chaſe, but was 
bearivg at thee many a time, and hell 
was opening its jawes upon thee, and 
thy ſoule was jult going alive into the 
pit. Ah, Chriſtian, wouldſt thou but 
thinke of this, me thinks thou ſhould(t 
even be ready to ſink downe, and dye 
in aſtoniſhment : nay rather live, Chri- 
ſtian, aſcend, let thy heart aſcend in 
praiſes ; O ſay, Bl:ſe the Lord, O my 
foule ; My heart, and all that is within 
we, praiſe his holy Name ; My tongue, 
and all that is. without me, ſing nnto 
his glory. Ab ! what a miracle of mer- 
cy it is that ever one poor ſoule ſhould 
come to heaven ? Stand amazed at it, 
O my ſoule 1 were not wee all borne 
blinde? How doe any of us ſee? O 
now letus all ſay with David, Pialme ' 
I16. verſe16. O Lord! truely we are 
thy ſervants, we are thy ſervants, and 
the children of thine hand-maidens, for 
thou haſt Iooſed oxy bonds. I ſhall ſhut 
up this firſt Branch of the Exhortation, 
with the words of the blefled Apo- 
ſtle, Roms. 12. verſe 1,2, Now, 1 6b:= 
ſeech you ( brethren) by the mercies of 


God, 
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God, that jon offer up your bodies 4 
| living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which 15 your reaſonable ſervice: 
And bee not conformed to this world 
but be yee transformed by the renewing 
of yonr minaes, that yee may prove what 
is that good,that acceptable, and perfett 
will of God. Ah, Chriſtians, God de- 
ſerves your hearts and hands. O bee 
thankfall. ButT ſhall now paſſe over 
this firſt Branch of the Exhortation,and 
the rather, becauſe I ſhall have a more 
full opportunity to meet with it againe, 
and preſſe it more home in the next 
Do&rine : which I ſhall note from 
thoſe words, { raiſed ther. 

Secondly, were you, ven you Chur- 
ſtians , alſo out of Chriſt when your 
Mother brought you forth 2 Ab, me- 
thinkes then, the ſenſe of your owne 
miſery ſhould call for the yernings of 
your ſoules to thoſe poore - creatures 
thar are yet 18 it. | beſtech you there- 
fore brethren, to put o» { as the cleft of 
God boty and beloved ) bowels of mwer- 
cies. It was the Apoſiles exhortati- 
on, Col. 3. verſ. 12. though in ano- 

ther- caſe. . Ah, how many objects of 
| ſuch 
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againe, and againe 3 that the Devill kad 
not thy ſoule onely in chaſe, but was 
bearing at thee many a time, and hell 
was opening its jawes upon thee, and 
thy ſoule was jult going alive into. the 
pit. Ah, Chriſtian, wouldſt thou but 
thinke of this, me thinks thou ſhould(t 
even be ready to ſink downe, and dye 
in aſtoniſhment : nay rather live, Chri- 
ſtian, aſcend, let thy heart aſcend is 
praiſes ; O ſay, Bleſſe the Loxd, O my 
foule ; My heart, and all chat is within 
we, praiſe his holy Name ; My tongue, 
and all that is. without me, ſing nnto 
his glory. Ab 1! what a miracle of mer- 
cy it is that ever one poor ſoule ſhould 
come to heaven ? Stand amazed at it, 
©O my ſoule 1 were not wee all borne 
blinde ? How doe any of us ſee? O 
now letus all ſay with David, Pialme ' 
I16. verſe 16. O Lord! truely we are 
thy ſervants, we are thy ſervants, and 
the children of thine hand-maidens, for 
thou haſt Iooſed oxy bonds. T ſhall hut 
up this firſt Branch of the Exhortation, 
with the words of the blefled Apo- 
ſtle, Roms. 12, verſe 1,2, Now, 1 b:» 

ſeech you ( brethren) by the mercies of 
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God, that jon offer up your bodies 4 
| living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
Ged, which 15 your. reaſonable ſervice: 
And bee not conformed to this world 
but be yee transformed by the renewing 
of yonr mindes, that yee may prove what 
is that good,that acceptable, and perfelt 
will of God. Ah, Chriſtians, God de- 
ſerves your hearts and hands. O bee 
thankfull. ButT ſhall now paſſe over 
this firſt Branch of the Exhortation,and 
the rather, becaulec I ſhall have a more 
full opportunity to meet with it againe, 
and preſſe it more home in the next 
Do&rine : which I ſhall note from 
thoſe words, / raiſed ther. 

Secondly, were you, cven you Chur- 
ſtians , alſo out of Chriſt when your 
Mother brought you forth ? Ab, me- 
thinkes then, the ſenſe of your owne 
miſery ſhould call for the yernings of 
your ſoules to thoſe poore . creatures 
thar are yet init, I beſeech you there- 
fore brethren, to put 0» { as the cleft of 
God holy and beloved) bowels of mer- 
cies. | It was the Apoſiles exhortati- 
on, Col, 3. verſe. 12. though-in ano- 

ther calc. . Ab, how many objects of 
| ſuch 
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ſuch Charity is there every where ? 
How many poore wretches in e- 
very Congregation, in every fami- 
ly, that the Lord knoweth are yet 
in the ſtate of Nature ? It is ten to 
one but all of us have either an Huſ- 
band, or a Wife, a Father, or a Mother, 
or a childe, or a brother, ors ſiſter, or a 
friend ſo. As the Ele of God put on 
bowels of mercy for them, pitty them, 
pray for theni, mourne before God for 
them ; pluck them,as brands out of the 
fire : you know what their condition 
is, bow ſad and deplorable , and what 
an obje& of pitty they are. Wee that 
never were yet inthe Spaniſh Inqui- 
ſition,” nor ever were yet in the Tar- 
kiſh Captivity, yet from but the meer 
reports of the flavery that poor Crea- 


tures [uffer there , our ſoules yerne-to- - 


wards their ſufferings, and wee ſome- 
times could weep to thinke of them, 
and could bee content to part with 
ſome pence to contribute towards 


their reliete. So for our poore breth- 


ren of 7re/axd, though ( praiſed for e- 
ver be our God ) wee have not ſeene 
ſuch butcherings , and rapes, as they 
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have done, nor felt ſuch penury and 
| pinching want as they have done, yet 
he ſcarce deſerves the name of a Chri- 
{tian amongſt ns-that hath not a yer- 
ning ſoule towards them, that dothnot 
pray for them, that is not afflited to 
heare thoſe {ad and dolefull relations 
concerning their ſufferings, and that 
. would not to his ability contribute 
ſomething to relieve them. Ah, (Chri- 
{tians, ) that you would be but as ſen- 
idle of foule-evills, as bodily trifling 
calamities. Is not, think you, the Cap» 
tivity of. hell as ſad and dreadfull as to 
be a Turkiſh Gally-ſlave ? Is not it as 
{ad to be under the Devills clutches as 
it can be to be in the fingers, and under 
the power of the /r;þ Rebells. Alas ! 
let them doe what they can, they (hall 
doe no more but kz/ the body, there is 
their malice ſpit, it that bee done ; but 
here both body and ſoule are in danger 
for ever. And my friends, do you think 
that the Txrke hath the tenth part of 
the Captives that the Devill hath ? Do 
you thinke there is not ten thouſand 
times more poore ſoules under the 
Devills Laſhes, than there is Chriſti- 
| . ans 
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ans under the power of the /riſb-Re- 
bells ? and have they a ſword , have 


they torments like him ? and where is ' 


the ſoule mournes over the Drunkard, 
vaine perſon, the ſwearer, or blaſphe- 
mer? where is the ſoule that ſayes to 
him, what are you aboutto doe ? and 
yetI dare ſay, hereis not one in this 
Congregation, that hath not a Father, 
ora Mother , a childe, a brother, er a 
ſiſter, or a friend, in that Captivity, O 
Chriſtians , conſider, did not you need 
pitty and prayers, thinke you, when 
you were there? O, ſave others with 
feare , pulling them ont of the fire : O 
pray, pray. It may bee it is bot yet a 
day, and this Herod, the Devill,intends 
to make an end of theſe poore ſoules : 
Cry, cry mightily to God for your poor 
Children, Friends, Acquaintance.Hark 
how the Church of the Jewes prayed 
for .the Church of the Gentiles when 
they were ſtrangers to God, Cart. 8. 
verſe 8. We have alittle fofter, and ſhe 
hath no breaſts : what ſhall wee doe for 
our fifter in the day when ſhee ſhall b:e 
ſpoken for? Soſay, OLord, I have a 


little Childe , a-Father, a Mother , an ' 


Huſ- 
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Husband, a Brother, a Siſter, a Friend, 
that hath no grace ; Lotd what ſhall 
I doe for her in the day when fbe ſhall 
be ſpoken for. Remember your owne 
miſery, and you will pitty their poor 
ſoules. 

Thirdly, and laſtly, Were you all 
borne out of Chriſt? in a ſad undone 
condition by Nature? Then let mee 
perſwade you to keep humble hearts : 
Remember but what you were. It is e- 
nough to tame the fwellings of your 
ſpirits, to thinke that you were not 
borne worth a ragge to cover your na- 
kedneſſe you were caſt out into the o- 
pen field, to the loathing of your 
ſon. It wasthat whichthe Apoſtle nr- 
ged, to bring downe the ſwellings of 
pride in the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 4. 7. 
For who maketh thee to differ from a- 
nother ? And what haſt thos that thou 
didſt not receive? Now if thou haſt re- 
ceived it , why doſt thin glory as if 
thow hadſt not received it ? Let mee 
apply thoſe very words to thy ſoule 
Chriſtian. Art thou proud of thy gifts, 
and proud of thy graces, that tho dif- 
tereſt from another, and excelleſt ano- 
th * 
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ther, others are nothing to thee,& c. 
I beſcech thee to conſider, who maketh 
thee to differ ? How came there to be 
ſuch a difference betwixt thee and 0- 
ther Chriſtians? IT am ſure you were 
once both under the Apple-tree toge- 
ther, there your mothers brought you 
forth, there ſhe brought you forth that 
bare you. Hath Chriſt made thee to 
differ ? What haſt tho then that thou 
diddeſt not receive ? Now if thoit 
diddeſt receive it , why diddeſt thou 
glory as if thow hadſ# not received it ? 
Wilt thou boaſt ? boaſt of thy owne 
then Chriſtian ; boalt of thy workes, 
not of thy gifts ; give Chriſt his owne, 
and thou art ' not worth a farthing , 
.yea the Lord knowes ten thouſand 
times worſethan a begger. Wee ſay, 
( and truely too )) that one that hath 
been very ſcandalous, if ever the Lord 
brings him in, he had need bee very 
circumſpe& and humble. And ſo con- 
cetning one that hath been of a veric 
low and meane condition, and by the 
meere favour of the Prince is raiſed 
up to ſome great dignity, wee ſay it 
will be a great deale of policy in him 

to 
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to carry himſelfe humbly jn-his place. 
Trucly, Chriſtian, I know no aRtuall 
difference, by Nature, betwixt thee, 
and the vildelt damned Reprobate in 
Hell. Indeed there was a difference 1a 
God the Fathers Book of Election, 
and in Chriſts Book of Redemption, 
(which is but a tranſcript of the other) 
but a Creature difference there was 
none, no {elfe-difference at all. Hath 
the Lord brought thee in ? thou hadſt 
need walke bumbly,) and circumſpeAt- 
ly. Philip would have the Boy to cry 
at his Chamber doore, Philippe memen- 
, ro mortalss es, Philip thou-art a mortall 
man, remember it ; be not proud of thy 
Empire , thy Diadem mult lye downe 
in the duſt. I would have the Chriſtian 
that the Lord hath given great gifts, 
and parts, to be minded of his firlt e- 
ltate: I would have my Text written 
in his heart, repeated in his 'eares. O 
remember, Chriſtian, who 1t was that 
Raiſed thee wp nnger the Apple-tree, 
' there thy mather brought thee forth, 
there ſhe brought thee forth that bare 
thee. And now I have done with my 
Uſe of Exhortationin its ſeveral Bran, 
ches, I have 
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I have but pne word more,and that is - 
Conſolation. Is it ſo, that we are borne 
under the Apple-tree, though under : 
[out of Chriſt] yet under, not out of | 
ſight or hope. The Apple-tree js over 
us, though by Nature we have no hand 
to reach up to it. Here's then a word 
of comfort and hope, 

- TI. Tothoſe that upon ſerious exami- - 
nationthe Lord hath made ſeriouſly ſen- 
ſible, that to this houre they are oat of 
the Lord Jcſus Chrilt,it yet they. be wil- 
ling to get into him. 

2. To thoſe of Gods people that 
walke with fad hearts, for the ſpirituall 
eſtate of their children, husbands, wives, 
friends,&c. conſidering that they were 
all borne out of Chrilt, and for ought 
they can yet ſee they have yet no por- 
tion in him, | | 

For the firſt, 1s there- any whoſe 
hearts the Lord hath ſmitten with tte 
{ad apprehenfions of this Truth, that 
they are all borne ont of the Lord ]ctus 
Chriſt, that begin to ſay, what /vall wh 
doe to be ſaved? Loe here is fome com- 
fort yet, though thou beeſt- borne- for 
the preſent outof Chriſt, yet poſſibly 

thou 
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thou mayeſt be borneunder the Apple- 
tree, yea for ought thou knowelt thou 
art. Chriſt is the-Apple-tree, Chriſt 
exhibited in his Goſpel}, in the preach- 
ing of the Word, &c. is 4 glorious 
Apple-tree, full of ripe Apples, drop» 
ping into the hands of every foule that 
doth but lift up bis beleeving hand co 
take and eat. Thisis-certaine, whom- 
ſocver Gods ſecret will thuty out of 
heaven. his revealed will ſhuts outnone 
who doth not ſhut out himiclfe. Cone 
therefore, Twx;ne, twrne , why - wilt 
thou dye O thox ſinfull creature ? For 
ought thon knoweft., thou art m1 no 
worſe. condition than Aanaſſes, and: 
Paul, and Mary Adagaalene , all of 
them were borne ſuch as thou ate, 
Chriſt cals, Hoe every one that thirſt- 
eth, coms,5c. Come then, let not thy 
linnes hinder thee; there's merit enough 
«nd mercy enough in bim, O I& not 
faith de awaming inthee. - Behold;K is 
now Autumne with us, Autnnine 1+ 
*deed, for Goſpell-difpenfations have 
been but as green Apples formetly, to 
the times / wherein = Lord hath caſt 
| our 
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' our lot, never was there ſuch a plenty 
of foule= enlightening powertull 
preaching ; plenty enough, the Lord 
grant we ſurfeit not with it. O reach 
Out an hand, take, eat, live. To «ncou- 
rage, conſider. how the Lord pleads 
with you. Some Apple-trees are ſo 
loaden with fruit, that when the Ap- 
ples grow once to their full quantity, 
the -boughes bend even to the hand of 
the gatherer - ſuch my fiiends are 
our daycs, the boughcs loaden with 
Apples of f ee Grace, even bend again 
to your ſoules ; 'O take, eat, and your 
ſoulcs ſha'l live The Autumne is plen- 
teous. The Goſpell is free, you may 
take what you will it ſhall colt you ne- 
thing. Chriſt even bends to youloa- 
den with Apples of Love. Ab! how he 
reacherh out himſelfe to your ſoules ; 
deipaire not, only plucke and eat ; you 
are under the Apple-tree. 

Secondly, Is taere any one here that 
hath a chiid, husband, wite, fiiend,bro- 
ther, filter, &c. that he can have no 
comfort c« ncerniog,in regard that they 
can {ee no ſigues of grace in them, let 
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this comfort thetn yet ,' they may be 
under the Apple-tree; though the Lord 
hath not diſcovered himlelte yet to 
their ſoules,yet he may doe 1t : All the 
Apples are notgathered off the Tree of 
Life, it 1s. laden - yet ; pray, cry for 
them, mourne for them, the Lord may 
yet give them an heart. to repent. I 
thinke it was Ambroſe told Saint Au 
ſfmes mother , being ſadly lamenting 

the condition of her ſonne then a Ma- 

nichee : Be of good comfort (faith he) 

it is impoſſible that a fonne of ſo many 

teares (ſhould periſh, I will not ſay ſo 

concerning any one, but I will ſay, vix 

probabile eſt, it is ſcarſe probable, that a 
child or f1zcnd of many teares and pray» 
ers ſhould periſh: Give not over there 
fore mourning over them, crying, pray- 
ing to God for thei, the Goſpel|-day 
latts. What though thy friend by his 
I:fe yet declares himſclfe to be out of 
Chriſt, yet he may be under the Apple- 
tree for ought thou knowelt, though 
not upon it,yet under it. Chriſt thatfaw 
Nathaniel under the Fig-tree , may 


{ce thy child or friend under the Apple- 
. Ga tree, 


TO (834) 
recand call him,and raiſe him up : itis 
Chriſts place where he uſcthto raiſe his 

'Ele& ones. 


T raiſed thee wp nnder the Apple-tree, 
there thy mother brought thee 
forth, there fhe browght thee forth 

that bare thee, 


